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B1RTH^.MARR1ACE8,  &  DEATHS.  , 

HISTHS. 

F«b.  IS — At  N etg  England,  tbe  Lady  of  A. 

W&uchope,  Esq.  of  a  daughter. 

21—  At  Daptn,  Mr*.  John  Mac  Lennan  of  a  arm. 

37 — The  Lauy  uf  E.  8poiforth,  E»q  of  a  daughter. 

28 — At  th«  byr.n.y  Gk-be,  Mr*.  Pollard  of  a  son. 
March  1— At  West-Maitland,  the  Wife  of  the  late 
Mr.  Baxter,  of  Newtown,  near  bydoey  of  a  j 
daughter. 

2—  Mrs.  Harper,  of  King-street,  3ydey,  of  a  son. 

3 —  At  York-street,  Mrs.  Mackintosh,  of  a  daughter,  j 
J— At  S3,  Pitt-street,  Sydney,  Mrs.  W.  1.  Johnson,  i 

of  a  still-  bo ru  infant. 

•—At  Prince -street,  Sydney,  Mrs.  Henry  Cape,  of 
a  daughter. 

13— At  Walmer,  Bathurst,  Mrs.  Thomas  Hawkins 
of  a  daughter. 

13 —  At  her  residence,  Bradley,  Mrs  T.  Broughton, 
of  a  son 

14—  At  Merriwa,  the  lady  of  Charles  B  inland.  Esq. 
of  a  son. 

17 —  At  East  Maitland,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Peek,  of  s  son. 

18—  At  the  Hunter  Kiser,  Mrs.  Ed  wars  Hickey,  of 
a  daughter. 

19 —  At  N  ewtown,  Mrs.  1  net  is,  of  t  daughter. 

24— At  Wollongong,  the  wife  of  the  lies.C.  Achisou,  . 
of  tu  in  scan. 

28— At  Pitt-street,  Sydney,  Mrs  J.  H.  Palmer,  of 
a  daughter. 


9 — At  Morpeth,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Mac  Incur,  i 
Edward  Sumner,  of  Liverpool  Plains,  to  Emma  j 
Ward,  niece  of  Mrs  Howe,  of  Morjieth- 

18 — At  St.  Stephen’s  Church,  Catnpenlown,  hv  the  ' 
Her.  C.  C.  Kemp,  Charles  Weutworth  Bu  knell,  i 
of  Newtown,  to  Auue,  youngest  daughter,  or  the  ! 
Ker.  A.  C.  Massey,  Southampton. 

18--Atthe  Scot's  Church,  Jamieson-street,  bv  the  I 
Her.  W.  Hitchie,  Mr.  t*  iilism  Clarke,  of  Vort-  j 
land  Bay,  to  Eliza,  third  daughter  of  Mr.  John  i 
Frazer  of  Sydney. 

18 — At  West  Maitland,  Mr.  James  Tailor,  of  M or-  ] 
peth  to  Mary,  second  daughter  of  F.  J.  King,  j 
Esq.  of  Balwarra. 

21 —  At  Christ’s  Church,  Sydney,  by  the  Rev.  H. 
Turcombe,  F. award  Reeve,  £*q_,  io  Margaret, 
youngest  daughter  of  the  late  B.  P  Hennessey, 
of  Cork. 

22 —  At  St.  Lawenree,  Sydney,  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Sconce,  Mr.  George  Smith,  to  Mrs.  Elisabeth 
Ekers 

23—  At  Balmain,  by  the  Her.  Mr.  Wilkinson,  Mr.  i 
Wiilliam  Marshall,  Engineer,  to  Mary  Ann,  : 
youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Teruan  of  i 
Balmain. 

24 —  At  St.  James’s  Church.  Sydney,  bv  the  Rev.  T  , 
W  Bo  lenham,  Mr.  Richard  Elliott,  of  the  j 
44  Proteus,”  to  Elixa  Lucy,  eldest  daughter  of  I 
Mr.  H.  L.  Miller,  of  CaBtlreagn-st. 

27 — At  St.  Stephen’s  Church,  Cainperdowu,  by  the  ; 
Rev.  C.  C.  Kemp,  M.A.,  Mr.  Richard  Johnson, 
Solicitor,  to  Jane  Frances,  second  daughter  of  I 
Mr.  Johu  Harris. 


MARRIAGES. 

Feb.  18— At  Blackheath,  by  the  Rev. Colin  8tewart, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Bloodworth,  of  Dobee,  to  Mary  t 
Anne,  only  daughter  of  Mr.  Andrew  Gardener, 
of  Blackheath. 

Fab.  24 — At  St.  Savior's  Church,  Castle  Hill,  by 
the  Rev.  F.  Horton,  Mr  Samuel  Jenner,  of 
Panamatta,  to  Mary  Elisabeth  Pye,  of  Baulk-  j 
ham  Hills. 

28 — At  Wollongong,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  D.  Me* res 
J.  Mi  WUlinot,  of  Penrith,  to  Sarah,  eldest  j 
dang*  ter  of  Mr.  John  Single,  of  the  same  place.  I 
27— At  Ctisllereagh,  by  the  Rev.  John  Vincent,  Mr.  | 

M.  A.  Joseph  Wilshire,  to  Anne,  third  daughter 
of  John  Osborne,  Esq.  R.  N.  J.  P.  oflllawama 

March  2— At  8t.  John's  Church,  Parramatta,  by  the 
Rev.  H.  H.  Bahart,  Mr.  Charles  Smith,  of  the 
Baiq'ie  "  Woodlark”  to  Elizabeth  Anne,  i 
daaghter  of  Mr.  William  Bennett,  of  Macquarie 
street.  Parramatta. 

9 —  It  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Balmain,  by  the  Rev.  H . 
Wilkinson,  Lydia,  second  daughtea  uf  M.  1 
Mortarty,  Esq.  Portmaster,  to  John  Richardson,  | 
Esq.  J.P.  eldest  son  of  1.  Nicholson,  Esq.  R. 

N.  Sutton  Forest. 


I 


DEATHS. 

Jan.  17  — Drowned  at  the  Clarence  Rirer,  Phillip  j 
Domville  Boyd. 

Feb.  24  — At  Watetview  Bay,  Francis  Hubert,  j 
youngest  soil  of  Henry  Harper,  E*q. 

28 — At  Campbell  Town  View,  JJr  Alexander 
Mac  Donald,  aged  50  tears. 

27 — At  Argyle-street,  Dr  D  ury,  aged  38  rears 

2S—  At  Liverpool,  Mr  W  iiliam  IV  ilson,  Iseu.  sgeii 
76  years  *  colonist  of  52  years  standing. 

March  1  —  At  Melbourne,  F.  M.  Monday,  Esq.  aged  j 
36  years. 

1  —  At  Pyrmont,  Vernon  Charles  Francis  Wilson,  j 
Esq.  late  Captain  Royal  Artilery. 

2 — Charles,  son  of  VI  r.  Reynolds,  of  Tocai,  Pst/w-  . 
son,  aged  16  months.  I 

4 — At  Bradley's  Head,  Mrs.  C.  Wilson,  relict  of  the  , 
late  Mr.  Caleb  Wilson. 

11 —  At  Mortton  Bay  44  peruana  met  a  watery  grave,  | 
ai  the  disastrous  wreck  of  the  Sovereign  i 
steamer,  on  crossing  the  bar. 

12 —  At  Castlereagh-strcef,  Sydney,  John,  eldest  son 
of  Mr.  James  Smith,  aged  3  years. 


14.  —  At  Sydney,  Mr.  Jasper  Moriey,  aa  old  and 

and  wea-thy  colonist. 

14— At  Sydney,  Mr  Thomas  Xing,  aged  44  yea rv 
17. — At  Cleveland  House,  Charlotte,  infant  twin 
daughter  of  Air.  John  Tooth. 

18 —  At  Hun  ter -street,  Sydney,  the  infant  son  of  the 
Rev.  David  Mac  Kemie. 

19—  Sophia  Elizabeth,  fifth  daughter  of  Mr  John 
S medley,  upper  Fort-stieet,  aged  2  years  ai  d 
10  mo  suns. 

21 — At  Prince-sireet  Sydney,  Eliza  Sarah,  infant 
daughter  of  Mr.  Andrew  Guadwia,  aged  9 
month*. 

21— William  Watt*,  aged  17  years,  only  son  of  Mrs. 

Rebecs  Watts  ot  Prince-street.  Sydney. 

23— At  Newcastle,  Mr.  Findley  Kerr,  lor  many 
ye— -s  cicrk  to  the  the  gaol. 


Sfcberttseranus, 


MR.  HUGHES, 

SURGICAL  MACHINISTS  TRUSS-MAKER 

From  London. 

T>EGS  leave  to  inform  the  Public  that  hi* 
TLUSSES  have  received  the  approbaliot  of 
the  Medical  Profession.  They  act  enectually,  are 
made  to  fit,  and  have  the  proper  pressure,  which  ia 
Seldom  the  ease  unless  m-de  tor  the  pati-i-t. 

INSTRL  MENTS,  on  improved  principles,  for 
CH l LI) HEN  suffering  from  weakness  of  Iunbe,  spi¬ 
nal  complaints,  ike. 

A BDOMIN AL  SUPPORTERS,  on  a  Dow  princi¬ 
ple,  Prolapsus  L  fieri,  which  answers  without  ia- 
convrniejue. 

IMPUOt  EO  elastic  laeed  STOCKINGS  fig  rsn- 
cited  trass,  k.\KE  CAPS,  Ankle  Socks,  Alalommsl 
Belts,  Suspensories,  Crutches,  at.,  K. 

Crane's  Beddings,  Hunt  erst  ceet,  Tiro  Doors  from 
Cast  lereagk- street. 


SIR  T.  L.  MITCHELL'S  EXPLORATORY 
EXPEDITIONS  IN  AUSTRALIA. 

"THIS  DAY  IS  PUBLISHED  at  die  Hi. 

■*-  bemian  Press,  King- street,  a  Map,  showing 
the  Route*  >f  the  above  gentleman,  during  the  years 

1831,  33,  3ls  and  46,  as  laid  down  by  hunscif,  from 
actual  survey. 
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*  G.  3.  M'KEN’NY. 
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EGS  »e  call  the  aftrntSun  of  the  Italics  of  | 
__  Rydney  and  it*  virinlty  In  Kk  iVrah  Stock  of  \ 
T aw#,  Dunatahfa,  Flat  a  *»d  Fancy  Honan*, w  hwh 
he  ha*  is  ctr*-,*;  nrwt  *,  t>  unusually  low  prices. 

A®  wartiMM  of  lb-apery,  English  tut)  French 
Flow-era,  Mdb»e.y,  A*.,  «?.,  which  he  S*  determined 
*»  «vS  *S  each  price*  it*  will  mats r*  t  second  ceil, 
few*1®  those  wbu  one*  viatt  hta  cutahiishmcnt. 

Mr*.  li'-KfKny  bry*  ia  intimate,  that  bar  lag  now 
eettapJetcd  her  aiTasvgewenta  tor  rondwting  the 
Jidiiarrv  und  Dressmaking  in  its  various  branch®*, 
end  regularly  ia  receipt  at  the  latest  Faehoii*.  srjr 
•fder  ia  the  shove  Use  wiil  he  finuhed  In  *  very  su¬ 
perior  manner. 

erf*  tk***4  mad  * it*r*d  tkt  tmfut /*afa'«, 
m  Art  msxnt  fc>v. 

114.  Fitt -street. 


I  OrrCEB  Y©  MT, 

A  T  THE  HIBERNIAN  PRESS,  Kia*- 

^  street  East,  the  Front  Drawing  R**»®a»  with 
private  entrance.  A  to*  siry  room,  atsd  ceetncaily 
situated  to  the  law  Courts.  Keat  moderate,  Apply 
to 

WXXXXAM  BAIXS* 

Ob  tbs  premiere, 

A.’so— i  ftop  mad  art#®  eperfswsJ*,  k**  »**#««/* 
tttrA  ep.  «tM  >s>.  sArkes,  4fc~,  **e.,  bftfy  smplk 
tp  JWra.  Ceaseoa,  Atop  H*k».  Apt-ip  m  aloof. 


•  • 


■YGCSLYOW  CI®TB  FACTORY, 

| ARLES  SUTHERLAND,  next  door 

^  to  the  “Bias  Beil-  Xr*Li»*-*tm-t,  Sole 
Agcet  for  tiws 

STOCTON  CLOTHS, 

fat®  to  faliiMi*  to  the 

f$«sNj3&fc®ti»  tf  lydsep,  »ad  Shipper*  to 

t!a«  Coioalai  mad  Fore'g;©  Markets, 

that  owing  to  their  to®?  additions  sad  Improvements 
mad®  in  the  Stockton  Works,  more  thaa  double  the 
the  avantaty  of  cloth*  sre  bow  m&iiafacturfo,  which 
enable*  C*  8.,  to  have  *4  *11  time*  on  hand  s  good 
supply  of 

WEEDS  A m  LLAMA  CLOTHS, 

to  every  shade,  sad  s  variety  of 

CHICXED  AN©  FANCY  DOESKINS, 

To  tray  one  word  in  iws«nser.d«ticn  of  the  above 
manufacture*  would  be  supcrtSuout*,  as  Their  stipe, 
rfarily  over  all  other  rtiod*  of  s  similar  make,  whe¬ 
ther  Colonist  or  English,  Is  well  known  and  univer¬ 
sally  acknowledged. 

tfy'  C.  8.  »  »!»o  a  buyer  or  teller  of  wool  on 
commission,  or  any  other  colonial  produce  ;  gentle- 
men  favoring  him  with  either  of  (he  above  will  hud 
hi*  attention  a  great  advantage  lo  their  iulereeU. 


WILLIAM  CAMHETT, 

1 N  returning  thanks  to  the  inhabitants  of  j 
Cook**  River,  Newtown,  and  the  public  gene¬ 
rally.  for  their  liberal  patronage,  a  i the*  to  inform 
them  that  THIS  DAY,  Ik*  Id  e/  Ftbnmry,  he  com-  j 
atences  running  a  first- rate  Omnihi-a,  entirely  new, 
which  no  expense  has  been  >|wml  to  make  comfort- 
aUe  and  romiuodioua.  It  will  carry  fifteen  paaaen- 
gera,  and  will  run  with  three  borws,  so  aa  to  delay  i 
*o  time  (fare*  as  usual)  ;  and  will  start  from  Cook’*  1 
Riber  at  a  quarter  past  tiyfit  every  morning,  and 
will  call  at  the  points  of  the  Glebe  and  Newtown  ' 
Road  at  ten  minutes  before  u-cc,  and  will  art  down 
VS  the  (juceu's  V.  arf  by  nine :  it  will  then  continue 
It*  route  through  the  town  during  the  day,  and  will  ! 
return  to  Newtown  u*l  Cook's  River,  leaving  the 
Qasrea't  Wharf  at  a  quarter  before  five,  and  will  call 
SB  the  Royal  H  ®»el  at  five. 

N . B. —  A  Ikcvnaed  Carriage  wilt  run  to  Newtown, 
and  Cook's  River  every  morniag  st  Half-  ps»t  eleven, 
hosa  the  Royal  Hotel,  for  the  me  returnee  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  and  wdl  leave  Cook**  River  at  half-past 

g3»  W .  C-  W«  paeckaW  jirxi-i*tt  fov«,  end  sa- 
fsprd  4  mJAtr  met  utmutj  casci 


CABINET  A&'D  EPHOESEET 

WAREHOUSE. 

szAitm  km  har-web. 

rI,IIE  HDcJcrsigtMril  hss  received  by  recent 

A  arrival*  from  London,  a  large  *upply  oi  Hair 
Seating  and  Chair-  W  eb,  which  h®  la  enabled  to  off«r 
to  the  trade  at  very  moderate  prteee. 

ALSO, 

J  foeyc  f wMfttf  (^Stedl  *®k  t»i  teorafed. 

smm  RILL.  A  ©Hi,, 

VpAMwwr  tmi  CaMnri  Saber, 
JTfa»<fw»f. 


W.  WYATT'S. 

LEATHER  AlZQ  CBINDERT  WARE¬ 
HOUSE. 


UT  W.  takes  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
’  ’  •  informing  hk  custonsera,  that  he  has  re¬ 
ceived  per  »hip  Fiefs r,  and  offer*  for  tale  several 
hogshead*  and  cases,  containing  shoe  thread*,  f.ax 
rope,  laid  rope,  *a*h  clothes,  and  chalk  lind*  ;  whip  | 
and  bed  lacing  cords,  philke,  salmon,  herring,  seam-  ! 
Ing  sad  groceri*  twines,  in  variety  ;  also,  brush  ware,  I 
moraccos,  roans,  kid,  »nd  patent  calf-skins;  colored  1 
skiuers  and  book-binder* ’  calf-skins;  jockey  boot  i 
legs  and  tops,  boot  trees,  men’*,  women's,  and  j 
children'*  lasts,  wilh  every  article  ia  the  above  busi-  i 
ness,  with  Use  usual  targe  stock  of  sole  and  kip  j 
leather,  kangaroo  and  calf-skins,  &c.,  Ac. 

Goad*  pvfrrkcsed  from  Iht  store,  trorrfsmf ti  *f  Ik*  ' 
k*ti  atssv/scfirre,  mad  at  rromna&l*  prices. 

N'sarf  tk*  Sckeoi  mf  Art*, 

Pi  ft -street.  EtimbHtkei  1828. 


CHOICE  WISES  AN©  SPIRITS  I ! 

THE  undersigned  have  much  pleasuae  in 

calling  the  attention  of  Gentlemen,  and 
Head*  of  Families  to  the  following  Wine*,  &c.,  with 
their  cash  prices  sttacbed  : — 

Excellent  port  and  sherry,  15s.  6d.  per  doten 
Verv  choice  ditto  ditto,  21*.  per  dozen 
Prime  ditto  ditto,  in  draught,  fi*.  fid.  per  gallon 
London  t Kittled  ale  and  porter,  9s.  6d.  per  dozen 
Choice  old  brandy 

West  India  rum  f  strong),  9s.  fid.  per  gallon 
Real  Hollands,  11*.  6d-  per  gallon. 


RETICB. 


rPH£  Fublk  are  infonswd  the  undersigned 

7"  »U1  *«  ap  guttering  *t  U.  per  loot,  oa  the 

s&ortat  nolKW.  Order*  from  Country  Deafen  nunc- 
tnsily  ettcudcd  to, 

Mark  1— -D.  C.  haring  worktaea  ht  hi*  employment 
wbnjuavied  hi  their  msmivw  branefan,  b 
U»  exe*  ut®  orvhm  pratuptly,  and  afSard  «ueh  aatbfac- 
h*®  “  W‘U  m*uTw  patrnusige  and  seaport. 

^N . B —  Don't  forget  the  large  lea- pot  over  tie 


ALSO, 

The  following  wines— unequalled  1 !  HoeMemer, 
Claret,  Buryuudy,  Bansac,  Champagne,  Con¬ 
stantin. 

W AXLES  AN©  UAB8H, 

Bank  of  Aoslnlk  Baiikg*, 


February  4 


D.  COLLIS, 

Brick&rid  Hid. 


ADVANCE  AUSTRALIA. 

Economy  and  Comfort 

Gravely'*  BcaE'??dg»l  CetSagc 
Ctatelkiiks  Ap^areies* 


'T'HE  Undereignsd,  aft  or  a  ranety  of 

_  experiments  ha*  succeeded  ht  btinfiag  to  per- 
fcetiea  a  small  Cooking  Apparatus,  which  b  allowed 
by  wiantific  men  to  be  unsurpassed,  either  in  British 
or  Colonial  Manufacture. 

In  submiting  the  above  new  invention  to  the 
public  of  New  South  Wales,  A.  O.  feels  that  he  is 
offering  an  article  at  a  Mode  rat*  Price,  possessing 
advantages  that  have  never  before  been  combined 
The  apparatus  has  a  hot  plate,  and  two  large  oven*, 
heated  by  One-Fourth  the  Fuel  consumed  in  aa  or¬ 
dinary  range. 

Keierences  to  the  above  facts  have  kindly  been 
allowed  by  several  respectable  families,  who  are 
already  supplied. 

The  Coloai»t»  in  general  are  respectfully  invited 
lo  inspect  this  Stove  (suitable  for  either  town  or 
bush)  in  constant  operation  at  the 


ORZDXRC2V, 

ISO,  Pin-street,  opposite  the  Theatre. 

A&THUE  GRAVELY, 

Furnishing  and  General  Ironmonger* 
Tin-plate  Worker,  Ac. 


SUMMER  WINES,  BRANDY,  Ac. 
Q  N  8  A  L  E  ,  by  the  undersigned  — 

Claret,  sauterne,  hermitage,  hock  and  Champagne 

Bwcellaa,  Lisbon,  and  Marsala 

Port,  sherry,  ale  and  Porter 

Rousaillou,  Tarragona,  Bauecarle 

Cognac  Brandy 

French  Liqueurs,  assorted 

Vinegar 

Wool  packs. 

JOUBERT  A  BUaPBY, 

*  Lmmt  Cewpe-sfrert. 
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LECTURES 

ON  SOME  OF  THE  MORE  IMPORTANT 
POINTS  IN  SURGERY. 

BY  a.  J.  GUTHRIE,  F.  E.  8.,  &C. 


(from  Ike  Uedieal  Tunes.) 


LECTURE  IL 

When  an  artery  is  merely  cut  or  torn  half 
thiough,  but  not  completely  divided  in  the 
tirat  instance,  it  is  in  the  same  state,  with 
regard  to  hemorrhage,  as  if  it  had  partially 
given  way  by  ulceration.  It  can  neither  re¬ 
tract  nor  contract,  and  will  continue  to  bleed 
until  it  destroys  the  patient,  unless  pressure 
be  accurately  applied,  and  maintained,  until 
further  assistance  can  be  procured.  The 
practice  to  be  pursued  is  to  divide  the  vessel 
if  it  be  a  small  one,  such  as  the  temporal  ar¬ 
tery,  when  it  will  he  enabled  to  retract  and 
contract ;  and  the  bleeding  will,  in  general, 
permanently  cease  under  pressure,  especially 
when  it  can  be  applied  against  the  bone.  If 
the  artery  is  of  a  larger  class,  and  continues 
to  bleed,  it  should  be  sufficiently  exposed  by 
enlarging  the  wound  ;  a  ligature  should  be 
applied  above  and  below  the  opening  in  the 
vessel,  which  may  or  may  not  be  divided  be¬ 
tween  them  at  the  plea-sure  of  the  surgeon. 

Cask  1 1.-  —  During  the  battle  of  Talavera, 
M  I8!>9,  a  man  was  brought  to  me  who  had 


lost  a  large  quantity  of  blood  from  a  wound 
made  by  a  musket  ball  in  the  arm,  which 
bad  bled  profusely,  and  was  only  arrested  by 
tying  a  handkerchief  tight  over  the  wound. 
The  brachial  artery,  just  below  the  edge  of 
the  pectoral  muscle,  had  been  half  cut  aero#*, 
and  on  being  exposed  again,  bled  furiously. 
A  ligature  was  placed  on  the  artery,  above 
and  below  the  wound,  and  the  man  perfectly 
recovered. 

Case  12.— In  June,  1829,  I  happened  to 
be  at  Windsor,  on  a  visit  to  my  old  friend, 
the  late  Dr.  Ferguson,  and  was  called  to  a 
young  gentleman,  the  upper  part  of  whose  j 
right  femoral  artery  bnd  been  accidentally 
cut  by  the  point  of  a  scythe.  On  dilating  j 
the  wound,  a  tourniquet  being  on  the  limb, 
black  blood  flowed  freely  from  it ;  on  un¬ 
screwing  the  tourniquet  by  degrees,  arterial  j 
blood  showed  itself,  and  the  upper  end  of : 
the  artery  was  secured  by  ligature  when  the  j 
tourniquet  was  removed.  \  cnous-looking  j 
or  black  blood  then  again  flowed  in  greater 
abundance  than  before,  and  evidently  from  a  j 
large  vessel.  This  I  restrained  by  pressure  j 
made  below  the  wound  with  the  thumb  of  I 
the  left"  hand,  whilst  I  laid  bare  the  lower 
part  of  the  artery,  from  a  slit  in  which,  near 
an  inch  in  length,  the  black  blood  was  seen  j 
to  flow.  A  ligature  passed  round  the  vessel 
below  the  wound,  suppressed  the  bleeding. 
The  artery  was  not  divided,  and  the  young 
gentleman  perfectly  recovered,  and  has  con-  j 
tinued  well  until  this  day.  The  absolute  t 
necessity  for  two  ligatures  was  here  well 
shown,  as  well  as  the  flow  of  dark  coloured  ; 
blood  from  the  lower  end  of  the  artery. 

When  an  artery  is  wounded  at  some  depth  1 
from  the  surface,  and  the  external  opening  is 
small,  blood  not  only  issues  through  the  } 
opening,  but  is  often  forced  into  the  cellular 
structure  of  the  limb  to  a  cot  siderable  dis¬ 
tance,  the  pulsation  of  the  tumour  is  observ¬ 
able,  and  the  thrill  or  sound  which  accom¬ 
panies  n  ruptured  artery  is  distinct.  If  a 
large  quantity,  partly  in  a  fluid,  partly  in  a 
coagttla'ed  state,  is  collected  immediately 
over  and  around  the  wound  in  the  artery, 
the  tumour  may  not  pulsate  or  give  forth 
any  sound  if  the  coagulated  blood  is  in  con¬ 
siderable  quantity,  although  some  elevation 
of  the  tumour  maybe  observed  correspond¬ 
ing  to  the  pulse. 

This  rising  or  pulsation  of  the  swelling 
often  depends  on  the  impulse  given  to  the 
whole  as  a  mass  bv  the  artery  against  which 
it  is  lying,  and  not  upon  blood  circulating 
through  it.  An  impulse  of  this  kind  is  dis¬ 
tinguishable  in  a  bronchocele,  which  lies  im¬ 
mediately  over  and  in  contact  with  the  caro¬ 
tid  artery,  and  was  well  shown  in  two  cases 
which  came  to  me  from  the  country  for  ope¬ 
ration,  being  supposed  to  lie  aneurisms. 
The  mere  act  of  deglutition  removed  the  tu¬ 
mours  from  the  artery,  and  showed  they  be¬ 
longed  to  the  trachea,  and  not  to  the  vessel, 
and  when  elevated  (he  pulsation  was  nearly 
indistinct.  It  is  the  same  when  blood  is  ex- 
travasated  by  the  rupture  of  small  vessels, 
in  consequence  of  the  passage  of  a  wheel 
over  the  limb,  and  especially  in  the  thigh, 


where  I  have  seen  a  swelling  containio? 
fluid  blood  pulsate  in  an  almost  xhrmifiS 
manner,  until  it  gradually  diminished  as  tb* 
blood  coagulated,  when  the  motion  became  * 
mete  elevation  at  each  stroke  of  the  heart’ 
The  whizzing  sound  or  thrill  attendant  on  a 
ruptured  artery,  is  in  these  rases  wanting, 
being  a  very  diagnostic  mark  of  this  accident, 
although  I  ara  well  aware  that  where  there  a 
true  aneurism,  and  it  has  burst,  forming  a 
diffused  and  spurious  one,  tlie  thrill  may  be 
wanting,  but  the  history  of  these  cases  en¬ 
ables  a  surgeon  to  distinguish  between  them. 
If  several  ounces  of  blood  are  thrown  out, 
and  remain  fluid,  they  ought  to  be  evacu¬ 
ated,  or  suppuration  will  ensue.  If  they 
become  coagulated,  the  mass  will  be  gradu¬ 
ally  absorbed.  Final  blood  should  be  eva¬ 
cuated  by  a  small  opening,  and  the  part 
afterwards  treated  by  compress  and  bandage. 
If  the  fluid  or  partly  coagulated  blood  should 
increase  in  quantity,  and  the  swelling  conti¬ 
nue  to  enlarge  and  pulsate,  the  extension  of 
the  mischief  should  be  arrested  by  opening 
the  swelling  and  securing  the  artery  by  liga¬ 
ture. 

When  the  external  opening  is  enlarged, 
and  the  clots  w  hich  filled  it  up  are  at  all  dis¬ 
turbed,  arterial  blood  begins  to  flow,  and  the 
finger  will  readily  follow  the  track  through 
which  it  passes  down  to  the  artery,  if  it 
should  not  be  too  far  distant.  If  the  incision 
is  made  sufficiently  large  to  enable  the  ope¬ 
rator  to  remove  these  clots  of  blood  with 
rapidity,  the  finger  will  more  readily  pass 
down  to  the  wound  in  the  artery,  which,  if  a 
large  one,  may  be  thus  easily  discovered,  if 
within  reach  and  sight,  provided  the  tourni¬ 
quet  be  thoroughly  unscrewed,  and  the  sur¬ 
geon  is  not  afraid.  A  ligature  should  then 
he  placed  above  and  below  the  opening  in 
the  artery.  Mr.  J.  Z.  Amussat,  in  a  me¬ 
moir  read  before  the  Royal  Academy’  of 
Sciences,  of  Paris,  in  February,  184-3,  has 
dwelt  at  length  on,  and  has  attached  perhaps 
more  importance  to  this  track  leading  trom 
the  external  opening  to  the  wound  in  the  ar¬ 
tery,  than  it  appears  to  deserve.  The  great 
merit  of  his  work  is,  however,  the  acknow¬ 
ledgment  which  he  thinks  it  a  matter  of 
great  importance  to  make,  and  which  he  sup- 
jKxses  he  has  deduced  from  his  own  observa¬ 
tion,  “  that  the  surgeon  shoud  take  the 
wound  for  his  guide  in  all  these  cases  of 
aneurismal  swelling,  and  follow  the  conduct¬ 
ing  canal  in  the  tumour  itself  down  to  the 
wound  in  the  artery,  which  is  to  be  secured 
by  ligature  above  and  below  the  opening  in 
it,  unless  the  external  wound  should  be  too 
distant  from  the  course  of  the  vessel.  ’  Thia 
is  a  fact  worthy  of  remark,  being  n  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  the  correctness  of  those  opinions, 
and  of  that  practice  I  have  promulgated  by 
my  writings  and  lectures  since  the  battle  of 
Albuhera,  in  1811. 

When  an  artery  is  wounded,  and  the  ex¬ 
ternal  opening  in  the  integuments  heals  so 
as  to  prevent  the  blood  from  issuing  through 
it,  a  traumatic,  spurious,  circumscribed,  or 
diffused  aneurism  is  said  to  form,  according 
to  the  facility  which  is  offered  by  *he  suruc- 
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*®re  ©f  the  part*  for  t!»«  eosliotmBt  or  dif- 
fa*ha  oi  the  ntn«uated  blood.  A  trau¬ 
matic  aaeumsaal  tumour  of  thi«  nature  divert 
feaeatisilly  from  aneurism  which  has  taken 
place  as  a  eon  sequence  of  disease,  and  not  of 
direct  injury.  1?  a  apurioua  aneurism  form# 
from  disease,  the  artery  i«  in  general  im- 
•oe&d  for  some  distance  above  ami  below  tl»e 
ta®»ur.  In  the  ancuriamal  tumour  from  a 
wound,  the  artery  U  perfectly  aound,  except 
m  for  a*  concern#  the  scat  of  injury.  There 
ta  then  not  only  a  great  ami  essential  differ¬ 
ence  between  these  two  kind#  of  aneurism  a# 
regard#  their  nature,  hut  also  with  respect  to 
-  the  collateral  circulation,  and  the  operation 
to  fee  performed  for  their  cure ;  and  the  sur¬ 
geon  may  ®ot  overlook  these  facts. 

Cast  13 — A  schoolboy,  about  14  years  of 
age,  kt  a  penknife  drop  from  hi#  hand  while 
sitting  down,  and  drew  his  knee*  suddenly 
towards  each  other  to  catch  the  falling  knife; 
the  point  was  thus  forced  into  the  inner  ami 
middle  part  of  the  thigh,  and  wounded  the 
femoral  artery.  The  medical  man  on  the 
•pot  put  a  plaster  on  the  little  incision  in  the 
integuments,  and  the  wound  quickly  healed. 
The  hoy  complained  of  uneasiness,  but  was 
supposed  to  be  making  more  of  it  than  ac¬ 
cessary,  and  was  made  to  go  into  school  as 
usual.  The  limb  however  began  to  swell, 
ami  the  Iwy  was  brought  to  London,  and 
consulted  his  family  surgeon,  who  put  him 
to  bed,  and  poulticed  and  fomented  him,  ex¬ 
pecting  an  abscess  had  formed,  which  1  was 
sent  for  to  open  during  his  illness.  I  found 
the  limb  very  much  enlarged  from  the  upper 
part  to  Use  knee,  and  with  that  peculiar  dis-  I 
cofcur&tioa  which  convinced  me  that  blood  1 
was  under  tho  integuments,  and  I  refused  to 
open  it  where  the  abscess  was  supposed  to 
be  pointing,  until  I  had  everything  ready  for 
the  operation  of  securing  an  arterv.  There 
was  no  pulsation  to  be  felt  when  i  first  saw 
it,  and  I  was  assured  there  bad  been  none. 
When  all  was  ready  I  introduced  the  jjoint  ' 
of  a  lancet,  and  after  a  clot  of  blood  had  been  ; 
Raced  out,  a  jet  of  arterial  blood  flew  across  | 
the  room.  The  hemorrhage  was  arrested 
below  Poo  part’s  ligament,  whilst  I  enlarged 
the  opening  in  the  integuments.  Two  wash- 
hand  basin#  were  tilled  with  coagula,  and  I 
put  my  finger  on  a  large  opening  in  the  ar¬ 
tery,  under  which  two  ligatures  were  passed 
by  means  of  an  eye-probe,  and  the  artery  was 
divided  between  them.  The  muscles  had  j 
been  clearly  dissected,  arid  the  cavity  ex-  j 
tended  from  the  fork  internally,  and  trochan¬ 
ter  externally,  to  the  knee.  There  was  much 
tea#  suppuration  thau  I  expected.  The  liga¬ 
tures  were  detached  about  the  usual  time, 
and  the  patient  entirely  recovered.  This 
n®e  was  given  to  me  hv  Mr.  Keate,  and  the 
one  following  it  from  Detpech  Cft* .  Ctkir. 

Cask  14.— M.  Maigret  was  wounded  by  a 
small  triangular  swojd  in  October,  1810,  in 
the  lower  part  of  (lie  left  thigh ;  the  anterior 
wound  Ued  profusely,  but  the  bleeding  was 
arrested  by  coraprev&toa,  and  at  the  end  of 
«ight  days  both  the  external  wounds  bad 


healed.  On  moving  about  incautiously  he  i 
felt  pain  in  the  part,  and  perceived  a  small  j 
tumour  mder  the  ckatrix  in  front,  about  the  I 
sive  of  a  nut.  and  which  rapidly  increased,  so 
that  en  the  fifteenth  day,  the  femoral  artery, 
in  thi#  case  accompanied  by  two  vein#,  was 
tied  above  the  edge  of  the  #artoriu«  muscle, 
by  an  incision  begun  three  inches  below  Pou- 
part'*  ligament.  The  patient  perfectly  reco¬ 
vered,  although  it  was  a  long  time  before  the 
swelling  totally  disappeared. 


Ca*k  15,— Raffaele  Castaldi,  aged  37,  was 
•tabbed,  July,  1824,  on  the  external  and  su¬ 
perior  part  of  the  left  thigh,  ami  lost  a  con¬ 
siderable  quantity  of  blood.  The  wound 
clewed,  and,  at  the  cud  of  eight  day*,  a  small 
but  strongly  beating  tumour  w&«  observed 
opposite  to  the  cicatrix:  The  treatment  of 
Valsalva  was  adopted,  and  ice  and  astrin¬ 
gent#  were  applied  to  the  swelling.  These 
mean#  were  continued  until  December,  and 
ultimately  led  to  the  formation  of  a  deep 
eschar  ou  the  face  of  the  tumour.  On  the 
cicatrisation  of  the  ulcer  left  by  this,  the 
swelling  was  found  to  be  diminished,  to  be 
hard,  and  without  pulsation.  At  the  end  of 
a  year,  believing  himself  cured,  he  placed  a 
piece  of  copper  over  the  firm  swelling,  by 
way  of  protection,  and  returned  to  his  usual 
laborious  exercises.  In  November,  1884, 
twelve  years  afterwards,  on  lifting  a  heavy 
weight,  he  felt  something  give  way  in  the 
old  swelling,  which  immediately '  became 
larger,  and  beating,  and  in  twenty  days  ex¬ 
tended  from  one  inch  below  Pou  part's 
ligament  to  the  lower  fourth  of  the  thigh. 
Professor  Petrunti  applied  a  ligature  im¬ 
mediately  below  Poupart’s  ligament,  which 
came  away  on  the  thirteenth  day.  On  the 
thirtieth,  the  wound  was  nearly  healed.  On 
the  thirty-first  clay,  bleeding  took  place  from 
the  wound,  which  was  restrained  by  com¬ 
pression,  but  returned  on  several  occasions. 
A  compress  and  tourniquet  were  then  fitted 
on  above  Poupart’s  ligament,  which  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  stopping  the  hemorrhage,  but  gave 
rise  to  a  deep  gangrenous  eschar,  which  took 
a  long  time  to  cure.  Three  months  after 
the  operation  the  wound  healed,  the  tumour 
gradually  diminished,  and  the  patient  ulti¬ 
mately  recovered.—  Gazette  Medicate,  1836, 
p.  «47. 

These  three  cases  show  each  a  different 
mode  of  treatment.  Mr.  Keate,  called  upon 
to  open  an  abscess,  demurred,  doubtful  whe¬ 
ther  he  had  not  a  diffused  aneurism  to  deal 
with.  M.  Del  pec  h  knew  he  had  &  diffused 
aneurism  before  him,  but  which  was  not  so 
large  as  to  preclude  his  placing  a  ligature 
above  it,  yet  below  the  profunda,  on  which, 
he  says,  he  reckoned  for  the  support  of  the 
limb.  He  succeeded,  and  his  operation  (of 
Anel)  was  admissible  because  there  was  no 
external  opening  communicating  with  the 
sac,  and  that  the  blood  in  it  was  coagulated. 
If  it  had  remained  partly  fluid,  partly  in 
dots,  suppuration  would  in  all  probability 
have  taken  place,  and  a  renewal  of  the  bleed¬ 
ing  might  have  occurred,  requiring  another 


i  operation.  Mr.  Keate’,  was  therefor,  U» 
*afe»t  and  the  best  mode  of  proceeding,  evea 
under  the  moat  favourable  circumstances. 
In  M.  i  etrunii  s  case  the  tumour  was  net 
removed,  and  the  artery  yielded  after  an  in¬ 
terval  of  twelve  year*  from  the  receipt  of  the 
injury,  probably  from  becoming  diseased. 
The  operation  of  Anel  faded,  when  that  of 
Hunter  on  the  external  iliac  would  have  been 
done  by  all  English  surgeons,  and  would 
have  succeeded,  inasmuch  aa  there  ta  reasoa 
to  believe  that  the  upper  part  of  the  femoral 
artery  waa  unsound,  and  that  the  compres¬ 
sion  above  the  pubia,  which  gave  rise  to  the 
deep  gangrenous  eschar,  obliterated  the  canal 
of  the  external  iliac  artery  in  a  «imil#T  man¬ 
ner  to  the  operation. 

The  great  error  in  all  these  cases  consisted 
in  not  laying  open  the  tumour  on  the  eighth 
or  tenth  day,  whilst  it  was  small,  or  a*  scot 
a#  its  nature  was  ascertained,  and  placing  a 
ligature  on  the  artery  above  and  below  the 
wound.  If  a  tumour  of  this  kind,  being  cir¬ 
cumscribed  in  the  first  instance,  should  burst, 
and  blood  be  in  consequence  poured  out  int# 
the  cellular  membrane  of  the  whole  limb,  it 
•wells  enormously,  and  gangrene  is  often¬ 
times  only  prevented  by  amputation.  This 
may  occur  in  a  case  of  true  aneurism,  and  is 
always  a  very  dangerous  accident.  If  take* 
in  time,  the  ordinary  operation  for  aneurism 
may  suffice ;  if  long-deferred,  amputation 
will  be  a  last,  but  not  often  a  successful, 
resource. 

An  artery  may  be  injured  by  external  vio¬ 
lence  without  being  punctured,  and  without 
any  external  wound,  the  consequence  being 
the  obliteration  of  the  canal,  mortification  of 
the  extremity,  or  the  formation  of  an  aneu¬ 
rism,  which  may  be  a  true  one  by  dilatatioa 
if  the  internal  coats  only  are  affected,  or  it 
may,  through  ulceration,  suppuration,  and 
sloughing,  be  spurious,  and  circumscribed, 
or  diffused. 

Case  10. — A  young,  stout,  and  healthy 
man  was  admitted  into  the  Westminster 
Hospital  with  an  aneurism  of  the  lower  part 
of  the  thigh,  about  the  size  of  a  small  but 
flattened  orange.  Some  three  months  be¬ 
fore,  he  had  received  a  sharp  blow  on  thi# 
part  from  the  edge  of  a  piece  of  hard  leather, 
which  gave  him  acute  pain  for  a  time,  and 
he  some  days  afterwards  discovered  th* 
beating  swelling  for  which  he  was  sent  ta 
me.  A  ligature,  composed  of  one  thread  of 
strong  dentist’s  silk,  placed  on  the  femoral 
artery  in  the  lower  part  of  the  upper  third  of 
the  thigh,  came  away  on  the  twelfth  day,  and 
the  man  perfectly  recovered.  There  can  be 
little  or  no  doubt  of  the  aneurism  having 
formed  after  a  partial  rupture  or  derange¬ 
ment  of  the  inner  coats,  and  from  a  dilata¬ 
tion  of  the  outer  coat  of  the  artery. 

Cask  17. — A  young  and  healthy  man,  of 
a  vigorous  constitution,  was  discharged  from 
a  cavalry  regiment,  and  sent  to  me  with  as 
aneurism  of  the  thigh,  where  the  artery 
passe#  through  the  tricep*.  Some  week# 
previously  the  bore#  of  acothar  soldier  had 
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run  again**  him  when  on  horseback,  And ' 
forced  the  end  of  a  hard  hoUter  between  the 
affected  thigh  and  the  saddle,  giving  him 
acute  pain  at  the  part,  which  subsided  into 
an  uneasiness  for  a  day  or  two,  some  time 
after  which  he  discovered  a  small  beating 
•welling,  which  gradually  enlarged,  and  pre¬ 
vented  Iti*  riding,  and  on  account  of  which 
he  was  discharged.  I  admitted  him  into  the 
Westminster  Hospital,  placed  a  ligature  on 
the  femoral  artery  at  the  usual  place,  and  he 
perfectly  recovered. 

When  inflammation  and  abscess  follow  an 
injury  inflicted  on  the  artery  through  vio¬ 
lence,  without  an  external  opening,  or  if 
sloughing  should  take  place,  the  treatment 
by  incision  U  absolutely  necessary,  os  well 
as  the  application  of  two  ligatures  to  the  ar¬ 
tery.  When  a  diffused  aneurism  forms  ra¬ 
pidly  in  a  limb  after  a  great  injury,  but  with¬ 
out  an  external  wound,  the  place  in  which 
the  artery  or  arteries  is  or  are  injured  being 
unknowu,  the  case  is  greatly  complicated, 
anti  requires  the  most  serious  consideration, 
whether  the  trunk  of  the  artery  shall  be  tied 
or  the  limb  be  amputated. .  If  signs  of  mor¬ 
tification  occur,  the  limb  should  be  cut  off 
forthwith. 

A  correct  knowledge  of  the  collateral  cir- 
culatiou  is  of  the  utmost  importance ;  sur¬ 
geons  understand  by  it  the  means  whereby 
blood  is  sent  to  the  extreme  parts  of  a  body, 
or  to  a  limb,  when  the  usual  supply  through 
the  principal  trunk  is  cut  off.  This  colla¬ 
teral  circulation  is  more  perfect,  more  active, 
in  young  persons,  during  the  increase  or 
growth  of  the  body,  than  it  is  either  at  matu¬ 
rity,  or  in  the  decline  of  life.  The  important 
point  is  not,  however,  alone  referrible  to  the 
time  of  life  in  which  the  continuity  and  per¬ 
meability  of  the  main  trunk  ceases  to  exist, 
but  to  the  nature  of  the  disease  or  injury 
which  has  given  rise  to  it. 

When  an  operation  has  been  successfully 
performed  for  aneurism,  and  the  patient  has 
died  some  time  afterwards,  dissection  has 
shown  various  arteries  enlarged,  both  above 
and  below  the  part  where  the  trunk  was  obli¬ 
terated  by  the  ligature  ;  and  not  only  an  en¬ 
largement  of  arteries,  which  from  their  regu¬ 
larity  have  received  names,  but  others  have 
been  developed  not  usually  known  to  exist, 
or  not  of  a  size  to  be  conveniently  traced.  ! 
These  through  their  frequent  anastomoses  ! 
bring  the  blocs l  at  last  into  several  larger  ; 
trunks,  by  which  it  is  again  conveyed  to  the  j 
original  vessel  below  all  and  every  obstruc-  ! 
tion  which  may  have  taken  place  ;  thus  com-  ; 
pensating,  by  a  circuitous  route,  for  the  loss  j 
of  the  direct  supply.  The  principal  object  ! 
of  enquiry  is,  do  these  vessels  always  exist,  ! 
or  at  what  period  of  time  do  they  begin  to 
enlarge,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the 
circulation,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  pre¬ 
sumed  to  be  done  f — For  few  will  assert  that 
the  enlargement  of  these  particular  collateral 
vessels  was  an  accidental  play  of  nature,  and 
existed  previously  to  the  commencement  of 
the  disease  or  injury  for  which  the  operation 
was  performed.  On  this  point,  the  theory 


of  the  operation  for  aneurism,  and  its  appli¬ 
cability  to  wounded  arteries,  appears  to 
hinge  ;  and,  what  is  of  more  importance, 
on  which  the  practice  resulting  from  it  de¬ 
pend*. 

Two  distinct  kinds  of  collateral  circulation 
are  at  present  acknowledged  :  one  by  direel  v 
large  communicating  vessels ;  the  other 
through  the  indirect  medium  of  the  capillary 
arteries,  inosculating  with  each  other.  Where 
the  direct  communicating  vessels  exist,  little 
subsequent  change  takes  place  in  them.  It 
is  otherwise  with  the  indirect  capillary  ves-  j 
sels.  When  the  radial  or  ulnar  artery  is 
divided  in  the  hand,  the  blood  will  not  only 
(low  readily  from  each  end  of  the  divided 
vessels,  but  equally  red  and  arterial  from  ' 
both  ;  the  communication  being  through  di-  | 
rect  arterial  brunches  from  one  vessel  to  the 
other.  It  will  also  lie  red  and  arterial  if  the 
division  take  place  at  the  wrist ;  and  may  be 
so  in  the  brachial ;  but  if  the  femoral,  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  thigh  be  wounded,  the  co¬ 
lour  of  the  blood  issuing  from  the  lower  end 
of  the  artery,  if  any  issue  at  all,  will  he 
venous.  It  is  so,  because  it  has  been  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  capillary  arteries,  which  in 
this  case  being  empty  receive  blood  by  re¬ 
gurgitation  from  the  veins,  the  valves  of 
which  w  hen  present  do  not  prevent  its  reflex  ; 
course.  If  a  limb  l>e  inject ed  and  carefully 
dissected  four  or  five  days  after  a  ligature  i 
has  been  placed  during  life  high  up  on  the 
principal  trunk,  the  capillary  vessels  w  ill  be 
seen  to  be  well  injected  ;  but  few'  or  none 
will  be  found  large  enough  to  admit  of  their 
inosculation  being  traced  throughout.  If 
another  limb  be  injected  and  dissected,  some  j 
sixty  days  after  the  ligature  has  been  ap-  j 
plied— and  opportunities  have  occurred  of 
making  such  dissections  in  man — a  differ-  I 
ence  will  be  distinctly  observed  between  the 
two  preparations.  In  the  latter,  the  capil-  ; 
larics  will  not  appear  to  l>e  so  fully  injected,  | 
but  several  larger  and  more  tortuous  vessels 
will  be  found  in  situations  where  they  were  I 
not  expected  to  exist  ;  and  the  anastomoses  1 
of  these,  one  with  another,  and  generally  by  j 
arches,  may  be  traced  to  their  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  principal  trunk,  lx»t h  above  and 
below  the  obliterated  parts.  If  an  incision 
were  made  in  the  nearest  pervious  portion  of 
the  lower  part  of  an  artery  of  a  person  who 
had  undergone  this  operation,  arterial  blood 
would  issue  from  it.  The  communication 
would  have  become  direct  by  communicating 
branches,  and  the  capillaries  would  have  re¬ 
turned  to  their  accustomed  duties. 

During  the  first  twenty-four  hours  after 
the  division  of  an  artery  such  as  the  femoral, 
or  the  application  of  a  ligature,  the  tempera¬ 
ture  of  the  limb  is  commonlv  diminislted  ; 
after  Hint  period,  and  as  the  action  of  in¬ 
crease  takes  place,  the  temjvrature  is  usu¬ 
ally  from  three  to  five  degrees  higher  than 
in  the  opposite  healthy  limb.  At  the  end  ot 
from  eighteen  to  twenty-eight  days,  in  a  suc¬ 
cessful  case,  the  temperature  is  found  to  be 
equal  in  Isoth. 

It  is  asserted  bv  some  sanguine  supporters 


of  the  all-txjwerful  influence  of  the  collateral 
circulation,  that  it  i *  sufficient  at  all  times, 
and  unsRer  all  natural  circumstances,  to 
maintain  the  life  of  the  extremity.  Tin 
practice*  «f  tin?  Peninsular  war  proved  the 
fallacy  <si  this  opinion  in  too  many  instances, 
to  admi-S.  of  any  doubt  of  its  inadequacy  t< 
do  so  ire  die  lower  extremity  after  tlie  divi- 
sion  of  the  Si  moral  artery,  under  ordinary 
circuma&amce*.  The  fact  of  employment,  or 
of  a  new  development  of  vessels  having 
taken  pbssce  after  the  commencement  of  tin 
disease^,  car  the  reception  of  the  injury  ,  li.i- 
been  demonstrated  by  dissection,  and  it  is 
through  them  the  life  of  the  limb  is  to  h« 
preserved. 

It  is  n»st  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  ti  e 
collators!  branches  begin  to  enlarge  shortly 
after  the  esmmieuocment  of  the  disease,  as  a 
part  of  She  curative  process  which  nature- 
endeavours  to  set  up  in  most  instances ;  tin 
essential  points  of  which  are,  in  an  extre¬ 
mity,  1st.,  the  obliteration  of  the  canal  ot 
the  nrt?ry  immediately  above,  and  generally 
below  tte  tumour  ;  ’2nd,  the  coagulation  of 
the  blood  'within  it;  .*Jd,  the  enlargement  of 
the  collateral  branches  above  and  tie  low  it. 

When  a  limb  is  lost  through  mortification, 
as  the  consequence  of  a  division  or  obstruc¬ 
tion  of  the  principal  artery,  it  usually  takes 
place  alter  the  infliction  of  a  sudden  injury, 
in  consequence  of  the  collateral  brandies  not 
having  had  time  to  enlarge. 

In  uiv  work  “On  Injuries  of  Arteries." 
and  in  this*  place,  treating  of  the  collateral 
circulatkm,  have  asked  the  question 
“  If  the  femoral  artery  be  punctnrcd  near 
the  groin*  and  a  diffused  aneurism  form  in  a 
few  dags*  extending  up  to  Poupart’s  liga¬ 
ment ;  c»s  the  operation  of  placing  a  liga¬ 
ture  on  Elbe  external  iliac  be  performed  on 
the  same  principle,  or  with  the  same  hope  of 
success*  las  if  the  case  had  been  one  of  t  rue 
aneurism*  of  several  weeks  or  months'  for¬ 
mation  T””  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 
The  1 1  UESerian  theory  of  aneurism  is  not  ap¬ 
plicable  So  the  case.  The  surgeon  who 
placed  a  feature  uu  the  external  iliac,  uniter 
such  circBSHSstanees,  would  probably  lose  In¬ 
patient  freraa  mortification,  because  the  colla¬ 
teral  bra  rot  lies  would  not  yet  have  had  time 
to  enlarge..  I  may  now  add,  if  he  should 
escape  tl  a  danger,  there  is  the  risk  of  in  - 
flainraatioaraf  Sthe  jM-ritoneum,  which  has  o< 
curred  to  im self  and  to  several  others,  and 
of  the  fortnalaou  of  matter  behind  it;  or  the 
wounds  if  nutidnecd  may  bleed,  or  the  dil- 
fused  and  spurious  aneurism  may  enlarge 
from  bloods  flowing  nto  it  from  both  end-  ,.l 
the  alien  *  w  inch  are  not  partially  closed,  n- 
in  true  aramrisni ;  or  it  may  suppumti , 
burst,  and  require  in  such  ease  another  <q  i 
ration,  in:  irmier  to  suppress  the  bleeding 
It  is  ail  operation  which  I  shall  show  y 
lannot  be  **t|<>jported  on  principle,  which  f  a- 
not  succetvlwl  in  practice,  and  vvhii  li  v\il!  ' 
resorted  fu>  hereafter  only  as  a  last  require  > . 
when  those  swan*  I  have  pointed  mit  have 
unfortunatcSv  failed.  And  when  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  it  will  fail  also. 


too 
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Tfer  for  placing  %  li.-aiarc  on 

the  NtVria«iMi  wfet-T,  ihorr  the  clavicle,  In 
a  r*»c  of  xrooml  of  the  axillary  artery  '  j  the 
armpit,  »  equally  inailmiaaihic  with  that  for 
applying-  a  ligature  to  the  external  iliac  for  a 
wiwirei  of  the  alter*  in  the  groin,  ami  ought 
alike  to  he  aSemtantxl.  Then.’  ora  grave 
mwrtiaa*  which  interest  the  public  more 
than  the  profirealon.  They  only  indirect !v 
alfirt  the  anatomist  and  the  aurgeon,  who 
doe*  esse  operation  with  the  same  degree  of 
knowledge  ami  ability  m  the  other.  To  the 
public,  to  the  aniferer,  they  are  question*  of 
hie  or  death.  By  that  operation,  which  dur¬ 
ing  the  war  in  the  lJcnin»ulx  wu  found  to  he 
rSk  ient,  the  auiferer  ha*  a  fair  hope  of  reco* 
very  ;  after  the  Hunterian  operatic®,  he  may 
Uxe  through  accidental  riry-umatasarea  only, 
which  may  be  prayed  fur,  but  which  can 
never  be  honestly  and  fairly  exported.  They 
aiiouid  never  therefore  be  trusted  to,  for  no¬ 
thing  whk-h  ia  dependent  on  chance  or  acci¬ 
dent  caa  or  ought  to  become  a  principle  in 
surgery.  The  Hunterian  theory  of  the  cure 
<>f  aneurism  is  totally  and  utterly  inappli¬ 
cable  to  the  treatment  of  wounded  arteries, 
accompanied  by  an  open  wound,  however 
small  or  distant.  It  »  always  doubtful,  and 
frequently  dangerous  and  destructive,  even 
where  the  external  wound  has  healed.  A 
wounded  artery  should  always  be  secured  at 
the  part  where  it  is  injured,  and  the  greater 
number  of  those  who  sutler  from  such  acci¬ 
dents,  ami  are  not  so  treated,  will  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  be  lost,  unless  surgery'  can  come  to 
their  assistance  by  ulterior  and  more  painful 
operations. 

When  an  aueurismal  limb  has  been  in¬ 
erted,  on  which  an  operation  had  not  been 
performed,  the  ml  Intent  I  vessels  have  all 
been  ftiund  larger  and  more  fully  shown  than 
«-t»  the  opposite  side,  although  not  to  the 
<ame  extent  as  in  cases  of  a  similar  nature  in 
which  the  operation  had  been  done. 

It  L*  necessary  that  this  enlargement  of 
*ite  collateral  branches  should  take  place  at 
a:,  early  period,  because,  in  mat  y  cases  of 
aneurism,  tie  artery  beyond  or  below  the 
tumour  is  obliterated  long  before  any  opera¬ 
tion  is  performed.  The  roniu  supply  of 
blood  has  been  already  cut  o!f  from  the  ex¬ 
tremity,  and  the  operation  adds  very  little  to 
the  derangement  of  the  circulation  which  has 
f»r  some  time  taken  place  below  the  tumour. 
TV  fid  lowing  ease  tdiowrs  the  increase  of 
collateral  vessel*  so  as  to  double  the  number 
oa  the  opposite  side. 

Cas;:  IB.— -Alexander  M ‘Donald,  2Bthre- 
iriaeut,  was  admitted  into  Hilsen  Depot 
H  wpital,  tor  a  gangrei>ous  spot  on  the  great 
»<je  of  the  right  loot,  which  soon  got  well. 
Twelve  days  after  his  admission,  a  pulsating 
tumour  was  first  olwerxed  in  the  ham  of  the 
«aw»e  side.  On  the  7th  of  August  the  tu- 
i.-.sur  w  os  of  the  sire  of  an  esnr,  aa<j  i }*»  ftr. 
t.  rial  ••  tioti  strong  to  exery  part  of  the  Imdy. 
He  dird  suddenly,  and  on  examination,  live 
tftuoral  artery  of  the  diseased  side  was 
larger  than  that  of  tire  left.  The  aneurism 


was  situated  exactly  at  th*  spot  where  the 
popliteal  artery  divides  into  the  posterior 
ar»d  anterior  tiKial  arteries,  and  was  of  the 
sixe  of  a  walnut.  The  posterior  tibial  opened 
directly  into  the  sac.  The  or  dice  of  the  an¬ 
terior  tibial  artery,  which  had  originally 
opened  iuto  the  sac,  was  closed,  as  well  as 
about  three-eighths  of  an  inch  of  the  vessel. 
Within  the  space  of  six  inches  above  the 
aneuri*mal  sac,  the  artery  gave  oil  fourteen 
branches  in  pairs,  larger  than  those  in  the 
opposite  limb,  which  were  only  seven  in 
number. 

These  facts  appear  to  me  to  be  conclusive: 
they  show  that  the  collateral  circulation  is 
not  the  same,  is  not  in  tire  same  stage  of 
preparation,  in  a  limb  suffering  from  a  di¬ 
vided  or  wounded  artery,  as  in  one  in  which 
an  aneurism  has  for  some  time  existed  ;  and 
they  also  show  why  mortification  U  more 
common  after  wounded  arteries*  than  after 
operations  for  aneurism. 

(Take  continued.) 


lttsiTxnii  l  Less.— There  ts  onlv  one  descrip¬ 
tion  o t  ulcer  l  ever  met  with  that  really  deserve* 
the  name  (ofirritxble),  sncl  which  is  not  describes! 
in  books;  it  is  this.  It  generally  comes  on  the 
outer  aide  of  the  ankle,  upon  or  s'  little  shore  the 
external  malleolus  ;  it  is  a  small  ulcer,  sometimes 
not  hrget  than  the  point  of  the  tinker  ;  it  never  goes 
entirety  through  the  akin  ;  it  has  no  edges,  nor  U 
there  snv  inflammation  shout  it ;  it  discharges  good 
matter,  anti  has  nothing  very  graTt-lookiii^  eon-  I 
neeted  with  it ;  it  is  excessively  painful,  however,  j 
sad  you  examine  it  all  oTer  in  vain  to  say  why  it  is  I 
so.  You  really  can  see  nothin?  to  account  for  it,  in  ! 
its  appearance  at  least.  Now,  if  vou  bare  soft,  mild  1 
applications,  such  as  poultices,  laid  on  it,  xou  will  i 
set  your  patient  mad  with  the  pain.  You  must  treat  i 
it  in  directly  the  reverse  way.  Rub  orer  its  surface  ' 
with  a  pipe  of  lunar  caustic,  and  dress  it  with  a  so  hi-  j 
tioa  of  the  same,  under  which  the  pain  will  go,  and 
the  ulcer  heal. — Pro/.  Cut  Its'  Letlurts. 


Acbtavs  or  Lead  is  Discharges  ttott  the 
Bowels.  By  B.  J.  Grets* s,  M.  D  ,  tyr.  [In  ease  of 
hemorrhage  from  the  intestinal  canal,  we  have  no 
means  of  certainly  knowing  that  a  cure  has  been 
effected  until  a  stool  is  passes!  perfectly  free  from 
blood.  Till  then  we  cannot  consider  the  patient  out 
of  danger,  a*  the  discharge  will  frequently  appear  to 
stop  for  a  while  under  the  use  of  remedies,  and  cau¬ 
tion  must  therefore  be  useu  before  we  pronounce  the 
patient  cured.  ])r.  Graves  makes  these  remarks  in 
the  course  ofa  clinical  lecture,  but  states  that,  in  the 
rase  uniter  consideration,  the  following  source  of 
error  still  exists.  J  **  The  discharges  which  this  young 
woman  has  passed  are  ail  of  a  slate  colour.  "How 
is  thi-  produced  T  It  arises  from  the  mucus  of  the 
boweis  beiik?  coloured  by  the  acetate  of  lead,  which, 
when  used  in  large  quantities  for  any  considerable 
time,  invariably  blackens  the  evacuations.  Here 
the  colour  is  merely  dark  (trey  or  slate  colour,  for 
the  quantity  she  has  taken  is  small.  You  can,  how¬ 
ever,  always  distinguDh  this  tin  red  mucus  among 
the  natural  discharges,  the  colour  being  mixed  only, 
and  not  blended  with  the  latter,  as  it  is  with  the  for¬ 
mer.  But  if  the  evacuations  be  of  a  dark  colour, 
surh  as  is  seen  in  cases  where  blood  has  been  effused 
into  the  intestinal  tube,  amd  changed  by  the  acid 
juices  of  the  canal  into  a  dark  coffee- ground,  or 
nearly  inky  appearance,  i  becomes  very  difficult  to 
di— ,«n*.  d-h  this  from  the  tlugo  jriren  by  acetate  of 
lewd,  unless  vou  are  scruslooied  to  it.... I  may  ob¬ 
verse  here  that  a  considerable  decree  of  error  has 
existed  with  respect  to  a  peculiar  greenish  discharge 
from  the  bowels,  composed  of  morbid  matter  serreted 
by  the  diseased  mucous  membrane.  1  w;  s  the  first 


I 


,  who  pointed  cot  this  fees,  in  the  tth  volume 

of  the  Dei.'i*  Hdtptfmt  Brparfs.  All  prarti  tinners  be¬ 
fore  me.  tad.  siaoegtbe  rest.  Dr.  theme,  altnbated 
thss  It.  *a  tfWos  of  morbid  bile.  This  error,  t  re¬ 
gret  io  say,  »  soil  prevalent :  vou  will  bear  medical 
(»ea,  wives  they  meet  with  I  his  discharge  in  children, 
say  that  it  is  the  remit  of  a  morbid  secretion  of  bOe, 
lusd  that  the  rtuid  requires  calomel  purgativea  to  retry 
U  *«.  It  is  tree  that  morbid  b«i*  may  irritate  the  in. 
test  taxi  mucous  membrane  ao  a*  to  cause  an  effusion 

esf  ihis  preen  eremton,  b«t  Will  this  ie  not  bile.  Bile, 
when  secreted  to  large  qwsatitie*,  a  never  green  ;  ft 
**v  jwwat »  linker  shad#  of  yc.low,  but  ft  is  saver 
green.  Tib*  seeretioo  comes  from  the  turfee#  of  the 
«»aH  tebwtitjes,  and  is  generally  the  result  of  irriti- 
tio«.  What  is  She  cviti*eQ ueuce  of  infiamcvtUon  in 
other  mnctnai  fasoes— in  the  eye,  for  umirue,  or  in 
the  urethra  !  Do  we  not  see  the  muea*  assume  a 
yellowish,  and  even  a  greenish  colour  1  The  dis¬ 
charge  from  as  irritated  mucous  membrane  may  as¬ 
sume  ail  shades,  from  a  pale  white  o  a  yellow  or 
green  I  dwell  oa  this,  ebteliy  to  poinf  out  the  gross 
error  of  looking  upon  the  discharges  from  the  irri¬ 
tated  surface  of  the  intestine*  in  children  as  consist- 
iog  at  morbid  bile,  it  is  not  depraved  bile,  neither 
Is  it  so  he  removed  by  calomel  or  strong  mercurial 
pyre-stive*.  It  is  by  chanpng  the  diet,  keening  the 
child  warmly  Hotbed,  and  prescribing  small  'do*e*  of 
Hjdrarsf.  c.  Greta,  with  Dover’s  powder,  that  this 
diseased  secret  ton  is  to  be  checked.  What  does  cx- 
fornel  dot  It  frequently  produces  exactly  the  tame 
•tat*  of  the  digestive  tube.  You  will  have,  in  a  pa¬ 
tient  taking  eaiomH,  a  copious  secretion  frot  i  the  un- 
test  lacs  of  a  deep  greea  colour,  resembling  chopped’ 
apiaaeh,  aecotapanied  with  pain  in  the  bowels  and 
other  symptoms  of  irritation,  showing  the  source 
front  whence  the  discharge  proceeds,  la  the  ease  of 
anoiher  young  woman,  who  it  now  convalescent, 
tyrajstnitij*  comincriced  nearly  about  the  same  period 
of  fever,  and  under  aimilar  circumstances  ;  out  here 
nature  attempted  the  relief  of  the  abdominal  conges¬ 
tion,  c  at  by  au  effusion  of  blood,  but  by  means  of  a 
copious  watery  dixrrhare.  She  passed  enormous 
quantities  of  this  secretion,  which  appeared  to  con¬ 
sist  of  aqueous  fluid,  mixed  with  coagulated  and 
shreddy  mucus,  so  as  to  rescnible  decayed  vege¬ 
table  nutter,  which  had  been  chopped  small  and  left 
to  laaccrjte  in  water,  until  ft  became  intiraatelv 
mixed  up  with  ft.  Now,  as  in  the  former  case  there 
was  tlacger  from  hemorrhage,  so  in  this  case  we  had, 
fixws  the  persistence  of  the’ diarrhoea,  reason  to  think 
that  the  patient  would  be  run  down  by  inordinate 
secretion.  We  therefore,  after  the  Lapse  of  a  few 
days  attempted  to  check  it  by  the  use  of  acetate  of 
lest*  and  opium,  with  wine,  aud  were  so  fortunate  as 
to  succeed  completely.  We  gave  her  draughts  com¬ 
posed  of  two  grains  of  the  acetate  of  lead,  with  fire 
drops  of  laudanum  in  camphor  mixture.  Of  these 
she  look  five  the  first  day,  four  the  second,  and  threa 
the  third.  On  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  the  se¬ 
cretion  from  the  bowels  was  so  much  arrested  that  it 
was  deemed  unnecessary  to  continue  them  snv 
longer. ...The  patient  has  been  improving  rapidly 
ever  since,  and  ia  now  able  to  ait  up.  Since  I  re¬ 
ceived  a  communication  from  Dr.  Bardsley,  recom¬ 
mending  the  trial  of  acetate  of  lead  in  that  form  of 
diarrhore  which  cornea  on  towards  the  termination 
of  fever,  and  generally  ends  in  ulceration  of  th* 
Peyerian  glaads,  I  have  made  several  clinical  expe¬ 
rt  menu  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  powers  of 
this  remedy.  I  have  found  it  exceedingly  useful  in 
controlling  superabundant  secretion  in  numerous 
instance*.  I  have  experienced  the  best  effects  from 
its  employment,  not  only  in  the  diarrhcea  which  ac¬ 
companies  ulceration  of  the  mucous  glands,  but 
also  in  that  species  of  disorder  which  occurs  at  an 
earlier  period  iff  fever,  and  by  means  of  which  nature 
attempts  relief  of  intestinal  congestion.  Of  its  great 
value  ia  the  treatment  of  cholera  I  have  already 
spoken  ;  indeed  I  do  not  know  of  snv  reined v  bv 
which  inordinate  fluxes  troin  the  bowels,  whatever 
may  be  their  nature,  are  so  efficiently  treated.  Th* 
tame  remarks  will  apply  to  supersecretion  from  th* 
lung*.  In  cases  of  phthisis,  attended  with  such  co 
pious  seeretioo  as  to  threaten  suffocation,  it  is  verv 
beneficial  :  its  effects  are  equally  remarkable  in 
chronic  bconehbis  with  copious  expectoration  and 
yoa  are  all  aware  of  the  great  efficacy  ft  ix-sae*-,,-,  ui 
checking  Inemoptyus.  {  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
prew-nbiTM-  it  in  combination  with  laudanum  and 
wine  vinegar  :  the  latter  I  bare  added  oo  the  rec.ru- 
meodatrou  of  Dr.  Thompson,  of  London  —  MrUtrtl 
Ttstes. 
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AMPUTATION  OF  THE  FORK.  ARM. 

■  Y  w.  R.  PUGH,  M.D., 

V.  D.  L 


i  REMOVAL  OF  A  FIBKO-CARTILAGI- 
NOU8  TUMOUR  FROM  THE  PERITO- 
5  SEAL  SURFACE  OF  THE  UTERUS. 

BT  OKOJtOK  TAKXOLD,  3CRGIOX,  OOCLBl  K3f. 

Mr*.  G.,  mi.  44,  applied  to  me  in  Augunt 


Jaa.  18,  1817.  —Samuel  Bent,  art.  0  years, 
ta  admitted  into  St.  John*  Hospital,  in 
consequence  of  an  accident  which  occurred 
under  the  folio"  ing  circumstances  The 
boy  was  resting  hi*  left  hand  on  the  roller* 
of  a  mill  used  fur  crushing  bark ;  the  ma¬ 
chine  was  unexpectedly  set  in  motion,  and 
the  left  hand  and  fore -arm  drawn  between 
the  rollers ;  the  right  hand  had  been  also 
much  injured  in  attempting  to  extricate  the 
one  already  entangled.  On  examination,  the 
left  hand  was  found  to  have  been  so  much 
mutilated  as  to  render  immediate  amputation 
indispensable,  the  whole  of  the  bones  of  the 
carpus  and  meta-carpus  being  disarticulated 
and  crushed ;  the  integuments  and  flexor 
muscles  were  torn  from  the  forepart  of  the 
arm  nearly  to  the  elbow.  Amputation  was 
performed  a  little  lower  than  the  inset  tion  of 
the  bicep*  tendon ;  an  anterior  and  a  posterior 
flap  having  been  formed,  the  three  branches  of 
the  humeral  artery'  required  ligature ;  the 
flaps  were  brought  together  and  united  by 
three  points  of  suture ;  water  dressing  ap¬ 
plied.  The  right  hand  had  been  severely 
lacerated,  but  the  injuries  were  confined  to 
the  muscles  ard  palmar  fascia  ;  a  large  poul¬ 
tice  to  be  applied  to  the  hand.  The  opera¬ 
tion  was  performed  at  midnight,  the  pa¬ 
tient  having  been  injured  at  a  distance  of  16 
miles  from  the  town ;  to  have  an  anodyne,  if 
in  pain  or  restless. 

19th. — Was  restless  until  about  2  o'clock, 
but  slept  comfortably  after  that  hour  ;  very 
slight  oozing  from  the  stump ;  bowels  con¬ 
fined  ;  to  take  an  aperient  ;  oil  silk  plaster 
applied  to  the  stump  ;  right  hand  and  arm 
much  discoloured. 

V’cspere. — Is  in  good  spirits, and  in  every 
respect  remarkably  well ;  stitches  removed ; 
bowels  have  been  relieved.— Cont. 

2()th. — Passed  a  good  night ;  right  hand 
i  much  improved  and  stump  uniting,  nearly 
i  through  its  whole  extent,  by  the  first  in¬ 
tention. 

21st. — Still  improving;  apply  red  lotion 
i  to  the  hand  ;  wounds  granulating. 

3 1st. — Ligatures  have  come  away  from 
i  the  vessels  ;  the  only  portion  of  stump  not 
!  healed  is  that  through  which  the  ligatures 
i  passed  ;  is  beginning  to  use  the  right  hand, 
i  the  wounds  Living  nearly  healed. 

Continued  to  improve  until  the  1 1th  of  the 
present  month,  when  he  was  discharged. 

February ,  1847. 


last,  with  symptom*  resembling  those  of  in- 
ciplca  .  ov  arian  disease.  *he  haul  never  had 
any  children.  The  uterus  was  itself  enlarged, 
but  a  tumour  of  some  tort  was  easily  found 
at  its  upper  part.  She  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  for  some  tunc,  and  then  returned  home 
with  medicine.  Tld*  was  taken,  but  the  dis¬ 
ease  progressed,  aud  in  November  last  she 
again  put  herself  under  my  care.  She  had 
considerable  difficulty  in  voiding  her  urine, 
and  it  became  necessary  to  employ  a  catheter; 
the  body  of  the  uterus  was  now  much  en¬ 
larged.  and  the  tumour  at  it*  upper  part  was 
also  enlarged,  and  had  become  painful ;  it 
appeared  very  loosely  connected,  and  was 
readily  made  to  shift  its  situation.  Menstru¬ 
ation  regular  ;  no  violent  shooting  pains  in 
uterus,  or  sanioti*  or  purulent  discharge  from 
its  cavity  ;  the  aperture  of  the  os  uteri  very 
small.  At  the  end  of  three  weeks,  by  per¬ 
severing  in  the  use  of  bougie*,  &tc.,  I  was 
enabled  to  dilate  the  o*  uteri,  and  at  last  to 
introduce  my  finger*  ;  thi*  permitted  me  to 
satisfy  myself  that  there  was  no  diseased 
growth  in  the  cavity,  but  that  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  resulted  merely  from  increase  in  the 
thickness  of  it*  pariete*  and  enlargement  of 
its  cavity.  I  now  turned  my  attention  to  the 
tumour ;  and  considering  its  presence  to  be, 
in  all  probability  from  the  irritation  it  pro¬ 
duced,  the  cause  of  the  enlarged  state  of  the 
uterus,  I  determined  to  remove  it.  I  must 
here  observe,  that  my  patient  was  as  desirous 
as  myself  that  I  should  do  it ;  in  fact,  from 
the  time  I  stated  that  I  considered  its  re¬ 
moval  the  only  chance  for  her  ultimate  reco¬ 
very,  she  would  give  me  no  peace  until  it  was 
done  ;  and  my  patient  being  a  strong-minded 
woman,  and  one  well  suited  to  bear  such  an 
operation,  I  felt  no  hesitation  in  trying  it. 
The  operation  was  performed  on  the  Cth  of 
November,  when  1  was  kindly  assisted  by 
Dr.  Waugh.  I  made  an  opening  into  the 
abdomen,  in  the  line  of  the  linea  alba,  of  three 
and  a  half  inches  in  length,  immediately  over 
the  tumour,  and  then  discovered  that  the  tu¬ 
mour  was  not  so  large  as  it  appeared  when 
examined  through  the  parictes  of  the  abdo¬ 
men.  It  was  solid,  bilobulated,  with  a  base 
nearly  as  large  as  its  circumference,  having 
its  abdominal  surface  covered  by  peritoneum 
alone,  fand  its  base  embedded  in  the  proper 
substance  of  the  uterus  at  its  upper  part. 
Having  ascertained  that  no  other  growth  of 
the  kind  existed  on  the  peritoneal  surface  of 
the  uterus,  I  proceeded  with  its  removal, 
which  was  easily  accomplished.  Dr.  Waugh 
pressed  the  edges  of  the  wound  firmly  on 
cither  side  of  the  tumour,  and  against  the 
body  of  the  uterus  itself.  I  then  encircled 
it  by  an  incision  dividing  merely  the  perito- 
neum,  and  afterwards  succeeded  in  dissect¬ 
ing  it  wholly  from  the  upper  surface  of  the 
uterus,  in  which  it  was  embedded.  Very 
little  blood  was  lost,  and  in  the  course  of 
three  hours  I  was  enabled  to  bring  the  edges 
of  the  wound  together  without  any  chance  i 
of  its  recurring.  I  may  say,  with  little  va-  1 
nation  she  progressively  improved,  and  ulti¬ 
mately  in  the  sixth  week  loft  me  and  re-  | 


turned  home,  well  from  the  effort  uf  the 
operaiion,  and  with  the  uterus  certainly 
wevewhat  diminished  in  size.  She  ia  taking 
the  hydriodate  of  potash,  and  using  the  oint¬ 
ment  of  iodine  and  mercury. 

The  ultimate  remit  of  this  case  I  intend 
to  watch,  and  shall  communicate  such  result 
hereafter. 

It  may  be  asked,  did  the  disease  warrant 
the  serious  operation  necessary  for  its  re¬ 
moval  f  I  reply,  that  1  sincerely  believe  the 
danger  chiefly  results  from  waiting  for  the*e 
warranting  symptoms  in  diseases  requiring 
abdominal  operations.  Experience,  which 
teaches  the  ultimate  termination  of  uterine 
diseases,  I  conceive  to  lie  our  best  /  arrant y  ,• 
of  course,  taking  into  consideration  the  state 
and  character  of  the  constitution,  &.c.  itc.  I 
would  not,  by  any  means,  build  a  theory  on 
an  individual  case,  or  say  that  all  abdominal 
tumours  may  in  an  early  stage  be  removed; 
but  I  do  believe  that  ovarian  and  otuers  ma\ , 
in  some  instances,  if  proper  precaution*  be 
taken,  be  removed,  to  the  saving  of  many 
valuable  lives.  The  tumour  was  of  a  fibril- 
cartilaginous  nature,  and  about  the  size  of  a 
guinea-fowl's  egg  ;  its  apparently  moveable 
nature  arose  from  its  acting  like  a  lever  on 
the  body  of  the  uterus,  which  it  tilted  for¬ 
ward,  or  from  side  to  side,  when  it  wa» 
pressed  upon.  It  may  also  be  asked  how 
the  disease  would  have  terminated  if  it  had 
been  left  to  itself?  I  believe  it  would,  by  its 
growth,  and  consequent  pressure  on  the  pro¬ 
per  substance  of  the  uterus,  have  occasioned 
its  absorption  until  it  would  have  entered  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus,  at  the  same  time  caus¬ 
ing  great  enlargement,  aud,  ultimately,  ma¬ 
lignant  disease  and  death.  A  case,  of  what 
appears  to  me  to  have  been  a  disease  of  a 
similar  kind,  is  recorded  by  Dr.  levers — see 
Lancet,  vol.  i.  1844,  new  series,  p.  6-11  — 
only  that  it  was  here  allowed  to  progress. 
My  patient  is  still  progressing  favourably . 


K' 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Australian  Medical 
Journal. 

Sis — If  the  following  case  lie  considered 
of  sufficient  interest  to  entitle  it  to  insert imi 
in  the  Australian  Medical  Journal,  it  is 
very  much  at  your  serv  ice. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  O'Brien,  M.  U- 
ITollongong ,  Ath  March,  1847. 


«♦  «- 


On  the  9th  September,  1845,  I  was  sent 
for  to  visit  Edward  Swan,  aged  79  years.  A 
week  previous  to  my  seeing  him,  he  had,  in 
a  tit  of  intemperance,  l>een  thrown  from  Ids 
horse,  and  by  tins  accident  had  fractured  two 
of  his  ribs,  for  which  iie  was  under  treat¬ 
ment. 

Hism.dical  attendant  stated  ‘o  me,  that 
on  the  day  before  I  was  sent  for,  tympanites 
had  commenced,  and  had  continued  to  in- 
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•rrw  up  to  tin-  period  of  my  visit.  When 
f  w*  the  patient,  the  abdomen  wa*  grrailv 
swollen  and  exquisitely  painful ;  perru»»u>n 
elicited  a  jx-rfoit  tympanitic  sound  ;  respira- 
tn>a  *w  very  short  and  quick  an«l  ucora. 
plldivd  with  extreme  difficulty.  Tlve  bowel* 
h»4  n**t  been  acted  uj*»»n,  although  active 
purgative  medicine*  had  been  administered, 
tor  two  daj»;  the  tongue  »a«  fum-d  ;  the 
puUe  was  tolerably  strong,  ami  about  “0. 
lie  complained  of  a  feeling  of  extreme  weak- 
m •«#,  and  expressed  hi*  ivnivictiou  tliat  he 
would  soon  die. 

The  tympanites  re-i*ted  turpentine  and 
4»*afu-tkia  enemata,  tu  pen  tine  and  castor 
•ul,  with  other  purgative  medicines  and  ear-  1 
initiative*,  by  the  mouth,  and  friction  upon 
the  abdomen  with  stimulating  embrocation#. 
These  mean#  wen*  employed  frequently  dur-  : 
ing  the  IHh,  and  on  the  morn  ini'  of  the-  I  Oth 
September,  the  patient’s  distress  inerva*-  , 
me.  in  consequence  of  the  undiminUhed 
■gate  of  the  tympanites,  I  adopted  the  now 
well-known  practice  of  introduring  into  the 
intestines  an  u'*oplmgus  tube  attached  to  an  1 
•ir-tight  stomach-pump,  and  succeeded  in  ; 
withdrawing  a  large  quantity  of  ga*  from  the 
intestines  hy  means  of  the  pump.  I  found 
very  little  difficulty  in  introducing  the  tube, 
imi  was  sat  is  tics  1  as  to  the  distance  to  which  . 
.t  had  }>asscd,  hy  an  observation  of  the  pa-  j 
i  ient ;  for,  without  leading  him  in  any  wav  to 
expect  such  a  rirvuinstanoe,  he  remarked 
that  he  felt  somethin;;  in  his  bowels  pushing 
against  his  left  side ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
placing  his  hand  over  the  left  hyjxx-hondrinc  , 
region,  pointed  out  to  me  the  exact  situation 
of  the  end  of  the  tnlie;  via.  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  descending  colon. 

For  alv»ut  two  hours  I  used  the  stomach- 
pump,  throwing  up  small  quantities  of  warm 
water  occasionally  to  remove  obstruction#,  j 
llv  t In's-'  means  the  si/e  of  the  alslomen  was 
consider  ddy  diminished,  and,  in  a  few  hours 
liter  the  tube  was  withdrawn,  the  bowels,  hy  i 
:la  ir  own  muscular  effort,  exj>ellctl  large 
•piantitkss  of  gas.  During  the  night  a  dose 
>f  castor  oil  was  administered,  which  acted 
veil. 

Wlien  I  made  my  visit  on  the  II th  I 
fiwind  all  the  l»ad  symptoms  sulsbusl,  and  I 
then  left  the  path  nt  to  the  care  of  his  former 
uuslii-al  attendant. 

Nothing  ftirther  of  an  untoward  nature 
occurred,  and  1  have  seen  the  man  frequently 
sitwe  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health. 

This  case  presents  an  illustration  of  the 
fact,  that  the  n  tuov.d  of  a  certain  jiortion  of 
live  secreted  gas  from  the  intestines  relieves 
the  paralysis  of  the  muscular  coat,  e  the 
-ante  way  a«  paralysis  of  the  bladder,  from 
m  excessive  collection  of  urine,  is  frequent'^ 
relieViHl  by  the  withdrawal  of  a  portion  of 
that  ft  usd. 

I  may  remark,  that  it  was  ow  ing  to  the 
distance*  from  mV  liouse  to  that  at  which  the 
patient  resided  upwards  of  tw  nt\  miles \ 
ami  the  eotiM-queut  delay  in  procuring  the 
instrument,  that  prevented  my  having 
r<s  ourse  to  |1k*  stomach-pump  sooner. 


To  the  Editor  of  (hr  Australian  Medical 
Journal. 

Si k — -I  look  upon  the  following  case  of 
traumatic  ptosis  as  interesting,  inasmuch  as 
some  olour  principal  author*  upon  ophtlialmic 
surgery  treat  the  subject  a*  one  not  admitting 
of  being  perfectly  rrnicdicd.  Mr.  Hunt,  a 
surgeon  in  Mawhtsiter.  apjvcars,  from  Dr. 
Mackenzie’*  work  “  ( )»  Diseases  of  the  F.ye,” 
to  have  Ivcen  the  tirst  to  have  drawn  atten¬ 
tion  to  an  effectual  method  of  supplying  the 
want  of  the  levator  jwdj>ehrn‘  hy  ailding  to 
the  uses  of  tin*  epicranial  muscle.  Notwith¬ 
standing  this,  Mr.  (iuthrie  treats  the  malfor¬ 
mation  in  merely  a  jwlliative  manner  ;  whilst 
Mr.  I-nwrence,  in  ins  last  edition,  docs  not 
even  allude  to  a  remedy.  Hence,  this  ease 
may  !>e  considered  worthy  of  notice,  as  adding 
weight  to  Mr.  Hunt’s  mode  ol  treatment. 
If  you  accord  with  me  in  this  view,  I  shall 
feel  ohligvd  hv  your  giving  it  insertion  in 

•  i 

your  Journal. 

Yours,  fxc. 

R.  M.  Cartwright, 

M.  It.  C.S.  L.,kc.&c. 
Sydney,  1 4/7#  J/areh,  1H47. 


TRAUMATIC  PTOSIS, 

SUCCESSFULLY  TREATED. 


Mr.  Magill,  of  Suny  Hills,  applied  upon 
the  3Htli  of  November  last,  with  a  falling 
down  of  the  right  upper  eyelid,  w  hich  he  hail 
no  power  to  raise,  consequently  the  vision  of 
the  eve  "as  rendered  useless.  He  is  a 
strong-looking,  phlegmatic  man,  aged  37  ; 
says  his  health  has  been  generally  good,  with 
occasional  exceptions  of  slight  dyspeptic 
attacks. 

About  twelve  years  ago  he  received  a 
wound  over  the  right  eyebrow,  since  which 
the  eyelid  has  continued  useless,  covering 
the  eye  ;  he  has  not  the  slightest  power  over 
the  levator  palpebric  ;  upon  elevating  the  lid 
with  the  fingers,  the  vision  seems  to  have 
sutferetl  from  the  long  absence  of  the  usual 
stimulus ;  the  pupil  is  much  more  dilated 
than  that  of  the  normal  eye  ;  upon  removing 
the  fingers,  the  lid  slides  involuntarily  over 
the  ball  of  the  eye. 

He  was  very  anxious  to  have  the  defect 
remedied  ;  I  proposed  to  him  the  operation, 
which  was  performed  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner  :  — 

Having  caught  up  a  good-sued  fold  of  the 
integument  covering  the  lid,  without  infitt- 
encing  at  all  its  action,  I  pencilled  out  a 
Hap  to  he  removed  fin  order  to  have  the 
edges  of  the  incision  very  accurate),  leaving 
along  the  lower  bonier  a  margin  just  suffi¬ 
cient  to  allow  of  the  ligatures  being  inserted 
without  wounding  the  tarsr.l  cartilage;  alsive, 
the  line  was  continued  about  two  lines  below 
the  evebrow,  lx>th  margins  meeting  at  the 


angles  of  the  lid.  With  the  linger*  (a*  for¬ 
ceps),  ami  curved  *ci**or»,  I  removed  the 
whole  of  the  enclosed  integument-  So  great 
want  lie  piece  removed,  that  I  apprehended 
either  ectropium  or  lagophthalmos,  or  both. 
Tlx  edge*  of  the  wound  were  brought  toge¬ 
ther  by  three  ligature* ;  no  evcr*ion  oc¬ 
curred  at  this  time  ;  a  cold  water  pad  wa* 
appikd,  ami  ordered  to  he  kept  wet ;  little 
blreding  ensued. 

Dec.  I. — Union  baa  taken  place  ;  the  eye 
in  'as  may  be  supposed)  well  exposed,  and 
tluruugh  the  action  of  live  anterior  fibres  of 
the  epk*ranius  muscle,  a  decided  power  is 
obtained  of  elevating  the  lid  rfill  more.  Con¬ 
tinue  the  cold  pads. 

3rd. — Removed  the  ligatures ;  the  lid  is 
slightly  tumefied  ;  the  patient  can  nearly 
close  the  eye,  ami  the  pupil  is  synchronous 
with  the  other. 

7th. — The  patient  ha#  now  obtained  some 
proficiency  in  using  the  epicranial  muscle, 
and  consequently  of  well  elevating  the  eyelid ; 
he  cannot  quite  close  the  eye. 

13th. — Notwithstanding  the  large  portion 
of  integument  removed,  the  lid  continues 
more  relaxed  than  that  of  the  other  eye ;  the 
lid  is  readily  raised,  and  now  equallv  well 
closed  ;  the  vision  of  the  eye  is  equal  to  that 
of  the  other. 

The  patient  was  considered  perfectly  cured, 
and  expressed  his  gratitude  at  the  result. 

N.  B. —  I  think  it  would  be  wiser,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  not  to  remove  so  much  of  the  integu- 
!  merit  as  was  done  in  this  case  at  once  ;  but, 
better  to  run  a  chance  of  having  to  repeat 
the  operation,  than  to  risk  the  much  more 
I  formidable  deformity  of  a  permanent  ectro- 
|  pium  or  lagophthalmos. 


Original  Conrspontonct. 

OFFICIAL  PRACTITIONERS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Australian  Medical 
Journal. 

18th  March,  1*47. 

Sib— A#  you  object  to  my  looking  around 
in  my  former  communication,  I  am  content  to 
look  through;  consulting  brevity  rather 
than  latinity  in  my  designation. 

Preliminary  to  the  few  observations  which 
follow,  for  the  subject  does  not  admit  of  much 
argumentation,  I  must  explain  that  where 
you  suppose  that  I  intended  hundreds,  I  in¬ 
tended  units  only  as  the  phrase  indicated. 
And  I  consider  that  from  three  to  five  paying 
patients  daily,  should  produce  -£3<>5  per 
annum. 

The  desire  of  gain  is  one  of  that  class  of 
moral  properties  which  distinguishes  the  hu¬ 
man  nature;  and  hence,  perhaps,  the  diffi¬ 
culty  which  attends  attempts  to  bring  under 
regulation,  the  means  of  ac  juisition.  I  dis- 
pair  of  any  good  result  from  your  endeavours 
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dbly  be  brought  by  ship*  coaling  to 
!  If  it  i*  necessary  to  our  national 
ice  to  have  an  officer  to  bear  such  a 
1  wear  a  blue  coat  with  the  official 
tton*  blazing  on  it,  surely  the  object 
e  effected  at  somewhat  less  expense, 
lid  undertake  to  find  plenty  of  men 
7  who  would  take  the  title  and  the 
ir  tlie  sake  of  the  latter  only,  with- 
other  remuneration.  We  beg  to 
this  to  those  legislators  w1k>  voted 
the  allowance  of  a  sufficient  sum  to 
the  colonist  from  the  horrors  of 
ix.  The  saving  effected  by  the  plan 
ose  would  do  all  that  is  desirable  for 
pose,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done  the 
for  if  no  greater  vigilance  is  exer- 
’  the  Health  Officer  than  such  as  we 
scribed,  we  know  not  how  soon  we 
ve  direful  proof  of  the  necessity  of 
$r^-and  the  utter  inefficiency  of  the  other. 

* -  be,  seeing  that  the  individual  alluded 

**x_  }  lias  lately  been  appointed  Vaccina- 
h  an  additional  salary  of  £  100  a-vear, 
was,  at  the  time  when  he  was  wanted 
d  the  vessel,  busy  vaccine-lymph- 
;;  but  he  should  have  rememlicred 
ile  was  looking  for  the  key  to  lock 
r,  the  enemy  may  steal  in. 

beg  the  attention  of  the  candle-  end 
iese-paring  economists  in  the  Council 
fact,  that  ^41)0  per  annum  is  voted 
m  to  protect  the  colonists  from  the 
ice  that  walkethat  noon  day,"  and  re¬ 
hem  that  if"  such  a  Sum  is  required, 
likely  to  l>e  efficient  for  the  purpose, 
ey  ought,  at  least,  to  see  that  we  have 
or  our  money. 


Z)RM  OF  T II K  CORONERS 
COURTS. 


tear  approach  of  another  Session  f  the 
ative  Council  reminds  us  that,  if  any- 
is  to  be  attempted  with  the  view  of 
n g  a  reform  in  the  constitution  and 
_‘e  of  these  tribunals,  it  is  hiirh  time  the 
ers  of  our  profession  boiran  to  think 
the  matter.  That  considerable  changes 
cessary,  to  make  them  what  they  ought 
fere  intended  to  be,  no  one  will  deny 
»at  all  other  institutions  of  human  origin 
undergone  progressive  alterations,  to  tit 
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■Tease  np  to  the  perk*l  of  mv  visit  When 
f  mw  tlx*  patient,  the  abdomen  was  greatly 
swollen  ai^  exquisitely  painful ;  perrusskm 
elicited  a  perfect  txmpanitk*  sound ;  respira¬ 
tion  wm  very  abort  ami  quick  and  arcutn-  tn 
pli-betl  with  ntmnr  difficulty.  The  bowela  *3 
lutd  dot  Wen  acted  njH>n,  although  active  *® 
purguliv*>  fiutlk'iuc*  had  bwa  administered, 
t<w  twu  day*;  the  Umguc  was  furred;  the  ** 
pulse  wa*  Ukkrahlv  strong,  ami  about  7t>.  ^ 

lie  complained  of  a  feeling  of  extreme  weak- 
»"**,  anti  exjm’wrtl  hi'  conviction  that  hr  ^ 
would  wood  die,  * 

The  tympanites  resisted  turj*entine  ami  ^ 
»***t'tetida  rnemata,  turpentine  and  ra«n>r  ** 
oil,  with  other  purgative  nwtlicines  and  car-  1  B 
initiatives,  by  tin*  mouth,  ami  friction  upon  ^ 
tlu*  aUlomrn  with  stimulating  embrocation*.  • 
Th<~*<*  mean*  wvr»*  employed  frequently  dur-  n 
mo  the  5 hit.  and  on  tin*  morning  of  the  10th  * 
September,  the  jvativnt's  distress  increas-  ^ 
mg,  in  consequence  of  the  umlinniiShed  ^ 
-late  of  the  tv  nqianite*,  i  adopted  the  now  J 
well-known  practice  of  introducing  into  the 
intestines  a»  «rsophagns  tube  attached  to  an  i 
ur-itgfal  stomach-pump,  ami  succeeded  in  j 
withdrawing  a  large  quantity  of  ga*  from  the  ^ 
intestine*  by  mean*  of  the  pump.  I  found 
ven  little  dkSculty  in  introducing  die  tul>e, 

■nd  wa*  *ati*t»ed  us  to  the  distance  to  which  , 
d  had  passed,  by  an  observation  of  the  pa-  ; 

'k  nt ;  for,  without  leading  hiiu  in  any  wray  to 

•  \j>eet  such  a  circumstance,  he  rt  marked 
that  he  felt  something  in  his  bowels  pushing 
against  Ins  left  side;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
placing  hi*  ham!  over  the  h  id  Lyjtochondriae  , 
region.  pointed  out  to  me  the  exact  situation 
•f  the  eml  of  the  tula* ;  viz.  the  commence¬ 
ment  uf  the  descending  colon. 

For  aiswit  two  hours  I  used  the  stomach- 
putnp,  t  trowing  up  small  quantities  of  warm 
'vater  occasionally  to  remove  obstruct  ions,  | 

Hy  these  means  the  sire  of  the  aMonaen  was 
cori'iderahly  diminished,  and,  in  a  few  hours 
'iter  tin*  tnl>e  was  withdraw  n,  the  bowels,  hy  j 
their  own  imisou'yr  efFort,  c\]>elled  large 
quantities  of  gas.  During  the  night  a  dose  , 

■f  castor  oil  w  a?  administered,  which  acted 
well. 

When  I  made  my  v  isit  on  the  llth  I 
fund  all  the  liad  synq»toms'  suMtn-d,  and  I 
b**u  UrR  the  pntunt  to  the  care  of  his  former 
medical  attendant. 

Nothing  furtln-r  of  an  untoward  nature 

•  ■  urred,  ami  1  have  seeu  the  man  frequently 
-nice  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health. 

Tins  iw  presents  an  illustration  of  the 
.•"I.  that  the  mumal  of  a  certain  jxirtion  of 
I'*-  secreted  gas  from  tin*  intestine*  relieves 
‘  ?w  paraly-is  «if  tin.'  muscular  coat,  in  the  1 
*>**"  way  a*  paralvsis  of  the  bladder,  from 
m  s-x«  essive  ewilcrtion  of  urine,  is  frequently 
''  •e-nd  hy  tin-  withdrawal  ..f  a  portion  of 
'hat  fluid.  , 

i  ms y  remark,  that  it  was  owing  to  tin* 
h-taiere  from  my  house  to  that  at  which  tl  <■ 
gaik-nt  n-si*l«sl  upwards  of  twenty  miles). 

*t*d  Ums  cmis.fju.-iit  delay  in  procuring  the  * 
****-« tument,  that  prevented  my  ha\ ing 
r*-<  ourse  to  the  stomach-pump  sooner. 
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tibly  lx;  brought  by  ships  coming  to 
!  If  it  is  necessary  to  our  national 
<oo  to  have  an  officer  to  bear  such  a 
l  wear  a  blue  coat  with  the  official 
(ton*  blaring  on  it,  surely  the  object 
e  effected  at  somewhat  less  expense, 
ihl  undertake  to  find  plenty  of  men 
')  who  would  take  the  title  atul  the 
>r  the  sake  of  tin;  latter  only,  vvith- 
other  remuneration.  We  beg  to 
this  to  those  legislators  who  voted 
the  allowance  of  a  sufficient  sum  to 
the  colonist  from  the  horrors  of 
>\.  The  saving  effected  by  the  plan 
use  would  do  all  that  is  desirable  for 
pose,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done  the 
for  if  no  greater  vigilance  is  exer- 
'  the  Health  Officer  than  such  as  w  e 
scribed,  we  know  not  how  soon  we 
.ve  direful  proof  of  the  necessity  of 
and  the  utter  inefficiency  of  the  other. 

-  be,  seeing  that  the  individual  alluded 

»  luvs  lately  been  appointed  Yaccina- 
^  h  an  additional  salary  of  ^7 1 0<>  a-year, 

was,  at  the  time  when  he  was  wanted 
d  the  vessel,  busy  vaccinc-lymph- 
;;  but  he  should  have  remembered 
ale  was  looking  for  the  key  to  lock 
r,  the  enemy  may  steal  in. 

beg  the  attention  of  the  candle-end 
;ese-paring  economists  in  the  Council 
fact,  that  .£400  per  annum  is  voted 
m  to  protect  the  colonists  from  the 
ice  that  walkethat  noon  day,”  and  re¬ 
hem  that  if  such  a  Sum  is  required, 
likely  to  be  efficient  for  the  purpose, 
ey  ought,  at  least,  to  see  that  we  have 
or  our  money. 


")RM  OF  TIIK  CORONERS' 
COl’RTS. 

tear  approach  of  another  Session  of  the 
ative  Council  reminds  us  that,  if  any- 
1s  to  lx*  attempted  with  the  view  of 
ng  a  reform  in  the  constitution  and 
x‘  of  these  tribunals,  il  is  high  time  the 
ers  of  our  profession  beiran  to  think, 
the  matter.  That  considerable  eharures 
cessary,  to  make  them  what  they  ou^ht 
■ere  intended  to  be,  no  one  will  deny. 
«t  all  other  institutions  of  human  origin 
undergone  progressive  alterations,  to  tit 


.Tease  ap  to  the  pervxl  of  mv  visit,  When 
!  *aw  tbe  patient,  the  abdomen  wa*  grratly 
swollen  ami  exquiaitely  piuful ;  percu**ion 
elicited  a  perfect  tympanitic  *ound ;  re*pira- 
»nu»  very  abort  and  quick,  ami  accuts* 
jdidwd  with  extreme  difficulty.  The  bowel* 
had  m»«  been  acted  upon.  although  active  , 
purgative  m«-»lkiite*  had  been  administered.  \ 
!<»r  two  il»\ *  ;  the  tongue  wa*  furml  ;  the  > 
pul»c  was  tolerably  strong.  ma&.  about  ?»>.  ! 
Hr  complained  of  a  feeling  of  extreme  weak-  j 
ness,  a sul  exprv s*od  hi*  rout  sct)*|li  that  be 

wiMsld  soots  die.  .  .  j 

The  tympaaite*  resisted  turpentine  ami  | 
t»*af«etidt»  raemaiii,  turpentim  and  castor  j 
oil,  with  other  purgative  medicine*  ami  car-  * 
urinative*,  by  the  mouth,  and  friction  upon  j 
the  abd.msen  with  stimulating  emhrocation*.  j 
Th>*se  means  were  employed  frequently  slur-  j 
ms;  the  fkh.  aivd  on  the  morning  of  the  Htth  ; 
September,  the  patient'*  distress  inereas-  j 
j in  consequence  of  t he  undiminishid 
-tate  of  the  tympanites,  !  adopted  the  now 
well-known  practice  of  introducing  into  the  i 
in  cstinc*  an  er«oj»hftgu»  tube  attached  to  an  ! 
.i, -tight  stomach-pump,  and  succeeded  in; 
w  it  Ird  rawing  a  large  quantity  of  gas  from  the 
intestines  by  means  of  the  pump.  I  found 
very  little  difficulty  in  introducing  the  tube, 
uni  was  satisfied  as  to  tbe  distance  to  which  | 
A  had  passed,  by  an  observation  of  the  pa-  I 
dent ;  f««r,  without  leading  him  in  any  wav  to 
expect  such  a  eireuinstauee,  he  remarked 
i hat  he  felt  something  in  his  bowels  pushing 
against  his  left  side ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
placing  his  hand  over  the  left  hypochondriac 
region,  pointed  out  to  me  the  exact  situation 
of  the  end  of  the  tube;  vu.  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  descending  colon. 

For  alx»ut  two  hours  I  used  the  stoiruu  h- 
pump,  throwing  up  small  quantities  of  warm 
water  occasionally  to  remove  obstructions. 
Hy  these  means  the  sire  of  the  aixlomen  was 
considerably  diminished,  and,  in  a  few  hour* 

•  tier  the  tube  was  withdrawn,  the  bowels,  hy 
ilreir  own  muscular  effort,  exjielled  lnrg« 
quantities  of  gas.  During  the  night  a  dose 
•f  castor  oil  was  administered,  which  acted 
well. 

When  I  made  my  visit  on  the  11th  I 
found  all  the  laid  symptoms  sulxlued,  and  I 
then  left  the  patient  to  the  care  of  his  former 
medical  attendant. 

Nothing  further  of  an  untoward  nature 
occurred,  and  1  have  seen  the  man  frequently, 
since  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  hraltli. 

This  ratse  presents  an  illustration  of  the 
fact,  that  the  rvmoval  of  a  certain  |x>rtiun  ul 
die  secreted  gas  from  the  intestines  relieve* 
»!»•  paraly-is  of  the  muscular  coat,  in  the 
-ame  way  as  paralysis  of  the  bladder,  fn>rr 
in  e\ce**ive  colh-r-liou  of  urine,  is  frequently 
relieved  hv  tbe  withdrawal  of  a  portion  o 
that  fluid. 

T  mav  remark,  that  it  was  owing  tot!* 
distance  fnun  mv  'hmw  to  that  at  which  tl* 
patient  resided  upwartls  of  twenty  miles) 
and  the  cv*tis< -queut  delay  in  pnxunng  th* 
•usuuiuent,  that  prevented  my  having 
recourse  t<*  the  stomach-pump  sooner. 


103 


AUSTRALIAN  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


j  to  prove  that  official  practitioners  liave  enough 
I  already  in  their  stipulated  iucomes ;  you  muit 
admit  that  »uch  objections  would  not  be  con¬ 
sidered  applicable  to  the  members  of  any  other 
.•f  the  liberal  professions;  you  may  say  that 
ou  urge  them  against  your  brethren,  liecause 
ou  have  to  do  with  them,  and  not  with  the 
aaryer  nor  tlic  divine ;  but  npart  from  in- 
liridual  interests,  why  should  limits  be  pro¬ 
posed  to  the  gains  of  medical  practitioners 
only?  Why  not  fix,  for  the  sake  of  his 
brotherhood,  the  extent  to  which  the  lawyer 
may  pursue  his  gainful  practice?  Allow  the 
lawyer  the  highest  income  derivable  from 
modical  practice  in  New  South  Wales,  do 
1  you  think  that  would  satisfy  him  ?  No  !  nor 
j  would  it  lead  the  litigant  to  prefer  the  less 
fortunate  of  that  profession ;  he  will  employ 
the  man  who  can  do  his  business  l>cst.  And 
do  you  really  think  that  you  can  persuade 
men  in  want  of  medical  ability  to  forego  their 
convictions  or  their  prejudices  for  such  rea¬ 
sons  as  those  you  advance  against  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  salaried  medical  officers  ?  Your 
objections  encroach  on  the  liberty  which  Bri¬ 
tish  subjects  are  supposed  to  enjoy,  —of  do'nuj 
what  they  trill  trith  their  otrn  .*  while  they 
involve  an  incongruity  which  renders  them 
untenable,  that  is  to  say,  they  are  not  appli¬ 
cable  in  all  like  cases.  Did  you  never  hear 
of  a  Crown  lawyer  refusing  elevation  to  the 
bench,  because  his  private  practice  produced 
a  larger  income  than  that  of  the  judicial  office? 

You  have  not  noticed  my  observation  on 
the  exorbitant  business  of  civilian  practition¬ 
ers.  You  have  heard  of  the  fee-hill  of  the 
Parisian  surgeon — perhaps  you  have  seen  the 
most  dexterous  operator  in  Europe  playing 
with  his  purse,  full  of  bank  notes,  while  en¬ 
gaged  in  conversation ;  and  I  knew  a  Lec¬ 
turer  in  Edinburgh  who  had  the  habit  of  fin¬ 
gering  golden  fees  in  the  same  circumstances. 
Now  is  there  any  objection  among  those 
which  you  have  advanced  against  official 
men-— which  may  not  with  as  much,  yea  more 
propriety,  be  applied  to  these  over-employed 
civilians?  I  say  more  propriety  because  they 
have  no  superior  whose  reproof  might  restrain 
their  cupidity.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  some 
of  the  most  eminent  Philosophers,  Statesmen, 
1  and  Commanders,  have  been  remarkable  for 
inordinate  accumulation.  Did  you  ever  hear 
of  the  patriot  Brougham  refusing  a  salaried 
office  after  retiring  on  his  Chancellor's  pen¬ 
sion  ?  The  late  Earl  Grey  provided  for 
fifteen  relatives  during  his  short  Premier-ship. 
Honesty  requires  that  we  all  confess  this  our 
great  moving  principle  in  some  shape  or 
color;  and  if  the  obligations  of  duty  lie  not 
neglected,  the  less  this  motive  is  coerced,  the 
better.  An  attempt  was  made  by  a  Sydney 
physician  (who  died  drunk)  to  persuade  Go¬ 
vernor  Darling,  to  forbid  a  certain  paid  officer 
to  practice  out  of  his  official  walks  ;  hut  the 
attempt  failed  ;  and  it  mustalwavs  fail  when 
addressed  to  a  liberal  and  unprejut  :  ed  mind. 

Yours,  Sue., 

Pehsfectok. 


[Our  old  friend  with  the  new  name,  can, 
no  doubt,  see  as  far  through  a  mill-stone  as 
many  another,  especially  with  one  optic  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  central  apertnre.  One  tiling, 
however,  is  certain,  that  how  sharp-sighted 
soever  he  may  1k*  to  the  mote  in  our  eye,  he 
is  not  conscious  of  the  beam  in  his  own.  We 
are  compelled,  by  press  of  other  matter,  to 
defer  any  extended  reply  to  and  exposition 
of  his  fallacies  to  a  future  number,  which  wc 
are  the  less  sorry  for  in  proportion  to  our 
conviction  of  the  justice  of  the  cause  wc  ad¬ 
vocate.  We  shall  now  merely  «ay,  that  as  to 
our  personal  interest  in  the  matter  in  contro¬ 
versy,  it  is  so  palpable  that  we  never  dreanmt 
for  one  moment  of  denying  it, — and  conclude 
with  an  acknowledgment  of  our  dullness,  in 
not  lieing  able  to  see  how,  if,  as  our  corrcs- 
jxmdent  alleges,  from  three  to  five  patients 
l>er  day  are  sufficient  to  occupy  the  time  of  a 
civil  practitioner,  the  official  can  do  justice  to 
fifty  and  attend  to  private  practice  in  addition, 
and  with  reminding  Peksfectob  that  what¬ 
ever  amount  of  pay  the  hitter  has,  is yuaratt- 
teed’to  him,  while  of  the  £30)  per  annum 
which  he  imagines  to  be  the  former  s  income,  < 
the  odd  £ 05  is  hut  too  frequently  all  that 
he  gets. — En.  A.  M.  J .] 


Cfjc  /fclttJtcal  journal, 

THURSDAY,  AlTtlL  1.  ltUT. 


THE  HEALTH  OFFICER 


AND 

VACCINATOR. 


Tiif,  importance,  usefulness  and  necessity, 
of  .£300  a-year  being  taken  from  the  pockets 
of  the  people  of  this  colony,  to  pay  the  salary 
of  a  person  whom  they  dignify  with  the  name 
of  Health  Officer,  may  be  estimated  by  the  ] 
public  from  the  following  facts,  which  have 
been  stated  to  us  on  authority  on  which  we 
can  rely : — 

A  ship  from  London  enters  the  harlxmr  in 
the  evening — the  Health  Officer  is  engaged, 
or  not  to  he  found-— none  of  the  passengers 
are  allowed  to  laud-— but  a  Itoat-load  of 
people  from  Sydney  are  permitted  to  board 
the  vessel,  remain  some  time,  and  return  to 
shore  unobstructed  !  ! 

It  is  also  a  notorious  fact,  that  sick  men 
are  frequently  landed  by  boats  from  v*  -sels 
which  do  not  come  up  the  harlxmr.  and  ot 
which  the  Health  Officer  knows  nothing!! 
Yet  the  people  pay  this  official  <£300  a-year 
to  preserve  them  from  contagious  diseases  that 


may  possibly  l>e  hruugitt  by  ships  coming  to 
the  jxirt !  If  it  is  necessary  to  our  national 
inqxjrtasarc  to  have  an  officer  to  bear  such  a 
title,  and  wear  a  blue  coat  with  the  official 
bras*  buttons  blazing  on  it,  surely  the  object 
might  be  effected  at  somew  hat  less  expense, 
We  would  undertake  to  find  plenty  of  men 
in  Sydney  who  would  take  the  title  and  the 
livery,  fur  the  sake  of  the  latter  only,  with¬ 
out  any  other  remuneration.  Wc  beg  to 
suggest  this  to  those  legislators  who  voted 
against  the  allowance  of  a  sufficient  sum  to 
protect  the  colonist  from  the  horrors  of 
small-pox.  The  saving  effected  by  the  plan 
wo  propose  would  do  all  that  is  desirable  for 
this  purpose,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done  the 
better  ;  for  if  no  greater  vigilance  is  exer¬ 
cised  by  the  Health  Officer  than  such  as  we 
have  described,  we  know  not  how  soon  we 
may  have  direful  proof  of  the  necessity  of 
the  one  and  the  utter  inefficiency  of  the  other. 
It  may  lie,  seeing  that  the  individual  alluded 
to  alxive  has  lately  been  appointed  Vaccina¬ 
tor,  with  an  additional  salary  of  £100  a-year, 
that  he  was,  at  the  time  when  he  was  wanted 
to  board  the  vessel,  busy  vaccine-lymph- 
hunting;  but  he  should  have  remembered 
that  while  was  looking  for  the  key  to  lock 
the  door,  the  enemy  may  steal  in. 

Wc  beg  the  attention  of  the  candle-end 
and  cheese-paring  economists  in  the  Council 
to  the  fact,  that  £400  per  annum  is  voted 
by  them  to  protect  the  colonists  from  the 
pestilence  that  walkethat  noon  day,”  and  re¬ 
mind  them  that  if  such  a  Sum  is  required, 
and  is  likely  to  lie  efficient  for  the  purpose, 
that  they  ought,  at  least,  to  see  that  we  have 
value  for  our  money. 


REFORM  OF  THE  CORONERS' 
COURTS. 

Tin  near  approach  of  another  Session  of  the 
Legislative  Council  reminds  us  that,  it'  any¬ 
thing  is  to  he  attempted  with  the  view  ot 
effecting  a  reform  in  the  constitution  and 
practice  of  these  tribunals,  it  is  high  time  the 
members  of  our  profession  began  to  think 
about  the  matter.  That  considerable  changes 
are  necessary,  to  make  them  what  they  ought 
and  were  intended  to  lie,  no  one  will  deny. 
Almost  all  oth  :r  institutions  ot  human  origin 
have  undergone  progressi\e  alterations,  to  tit 
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tb«T»  for  keeping  pace  whh  the  extrusion  of  Territory  anti  itr  Dependencve*.’'  kc.  kc.  ; 
knowledge  and  I  hr  increase  of  a  rational  phi-  and,  of  course,  if  to  appoint,  to  remove,  the 
k*ophy.  Too  cv  ident  tract*  of  the  barUrism  «•»«  <«*  W»«  a  »^-r*aary  concomitant  of  the 
of  the  dark  age*.  however,  yet  linger  about  o*h«.  Moreover,  the  Privy  Council,  on  the 
the  practice  of  these  Court*,  and  they  are  Appeal  of  Judge  Wiixi*  against  Sir  George 
tannin  feeling  the  rev  ivifying  influence*  of  fur  removing  him  from  the  office  of 

reason  ami  common  sense.  Juiir.  *»«*.  uP°a  e»u‘e  *‘hown  and 

...  defence  heartl,  the  Governor  ha#  the  power 
lf,ko.«vr,  *.nr  mb-tutud  *wl  •**«><*  to  ..  „rao,c  «  Judse ;  u /onion,  t Wore, 
rrform  »  to  I*  brought  .boot.  .1  n„..t  U-  ^  ^  ^  ^  tafaiul 

souirht  hv  ten’  different  means  from  those 

®  J  *.  ..  grade, 

adopted  last  Se-^ion.  No  partial,  isolated 

and  crude  proceeding*,  will  do  any  good. 

Neither  can  any  effectual  and  well-digested 


Mr.  Bsvnan*#  boasting,  then,  is  nothing 
but  colonial  “  bounce,”  and  it  only  requires 
measure  be  rea*onablv  expected  to  emanate  |  •  »‘ttle  determination  and  perseverance  to 
Awn  the  Council,  unless  prompted  by  the  j  obtain  hi*  dismissal  from  a  situation  the  du- 
medical  profession.  It  i*  they  under  whose  ties  of  which  he  perform*  only  as  his  personal 

com  cnicnce  or  caprice  may  dictate. 


particular  notice  the  evil*  of  the  present  sys¬ 
tem  (or  rather  want  of  system)  are  daily  ! 
brought ;  it  is  they  only  who  can  point  out  j 
the  proper  remedy.  The  Council  have  not  . 
the  means  of  knowing  what  U  required.  , 
nor,  if  they  had,  is  it  probable  that  any  mem-  i 
her  of  it  would  tuke  the  trouble  to  frame  a  ; 
suitable  bill.  They  must  have  the  necessary 
provisions  of  such  a  hill  laid  before  them 
ready  cut  and  dried— that  is  to  say,  they 
must  be  embodied  in  any  petitions  that  may 
l>e  presented  to  them  on  the  subject. 

It  will  not  be  sufficient  that  the  present 
Coroner  for  Sydney,  nor  any  number  of  Co¬ 
roners,  be  removed  ;  their  duties  must  be 


SYDNEY  INFIRMARY  AND  DISPENSARY 


.5*  a  degree  of  confusion  in  the  method  adopted 
of  stating  these  facta,  which  i*  very  purxling 
to  those  not  adept*  at  analysatioo. 

It  appear*  that  the  number  of  patient*  re¬ 
maining  in  the  Infirmary  on  the  latuf  Jan¬ 
uary,  1840,  wa* —  44 

Admitted  from  that  date  toSist  December  4VO 


Tout  <64 

Oiliest  died  . 4t 

„  were  discharged  cured  . 361 

,»  „  relieved  . 7-4 

„  n  incurable . 6 

„  „  at  their  ovu  rcjjueat  1U 

„  sent  to  Benevolent  Asylum  . . .  i 

„  Lunatic  .  4 

.,  absconded  . 1 

„  remained  in  the  bouse  . .  44  U4 


Leaving  unaccounted  for. 


9 


How  is  thin?  Can  no  account  Lc  give* 
of  these  i)  patient#,  whose  admission  must  be 
recorded ?  Did  they  evaporate?  Did  their 
”  too  too  solid  flesh  melt,  thaw  and  resolve 
itself  into  a  dew,”  ‘‘and  like  the  baseless  fa¬ 
bric  of  a  visiou,  leave  not  a  rack  behind?”  The 
list  of  diseases  also  at  the  end  of  the  report 
accounts  for  418  cases  only.  How  is  this? 

Of  the  Dispensary  patients  we  hear  nothing 


The  second  Annual  Report  of  this  institu¬ 
tion  has  been  forwarded  to  us,  accompanied 
bv  seme  blank  forms  of  recommendation 

tickets  ;  the  latter,  we  suppose,  to  remind  j  ^ut  0f  ca-jpg  and  Qf  prescriptions, 

us  that  we  may,  i!  we  will,  subscribe  to  the  j  qj-  ^  Qf  t],e  treatment  not  a  word  • 

Institution,  lids  we  are  willing  to  do  upon  But  then,  a3  a  counterpoise  to  these  omissions, 
one  condition  ;  namely,  that  of  being  al~  ^kich,  of  course,  arc  not  of  the  least  const - 
hired,  if  tee  choose,  to  attend  the  patients  qUence>  we  have  the  important  information 
defined  and  enforced  by  law,  and  then— and  recommended  bg  ms,  in  the  same  frag  as  |  Biat  so  many  of  the  patients  of  the  Infirmary 
uot  till  then — will  there  l>e  any  probability  of  though  tee  icere  one  of  the  medical  stajf.  were  Protestants,  so  many  Cathulirs,  Sic.;  s« 
the  proper  performance  of  them.  i  If  ibis  concession  were  made,  we  have  no  many  English,  Dish,  &c. ;  and  even  here  the 

We  have  already  pointed  out,  in  the  No-  j  doubt  that  man>'  of  lhe  ,ncdicaI  raen  of  Sjd*  totals  do  not  correspond.  What  the  religion 
v ember  number  of  the  Journal,  the  amend-  ne-v  would  become  «ub**ribCT3-  Many  an  ofthe  patient*  has  to  do  with  the  treatment  of 
meats  which  appear  to  u*  to  be  required,  and  |nteres,in5  Case’  wluch  the  P™ctlUoner  who  their  disease*,  or  what  is  the  object  of  report  - 
it  I*  therefore  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  **  sent  for  wo,,ld  have  PleasWe  m  ^tending,  ing  it,  we  cannot  understand.  We  never  saw 

*  1  is  lost  to  him  by  the  separation  consequent  j  it  donc  [n  the  mother-country, 

them  iterr.  ,  4  »  .  .  t  i  c<  r 

on  tl  e  patient  s  admission  to  the  benents  oi  f  .  r 

">  k»«  onl,  a  word  or  two  rr  ...  „y  '  The  p,.„  ».„uU  have 

.^pnrtiax  a  .ow>o*d  difficulty  ia  .he  rc.  ,Jit  w„oM  gi„  Ihc  ***  'Tf,,h'  f  "°T™7 

a»,a  from  ulh.-  „(  Mr.  Kr.«  Unm,.  .n  oppo^uhy  of  judging  of  Ih.  ;  ”*»?****  «f<l*  !»*>««>««  *»■«»»/.  « 

uulhcr  hulanc  of  »hasc  imlcccu.  «.d  ».  .  ufca,Kli^)9  for  .ppoiLenl,  which'  ^ t.oaof  theamugemeut 

temptuous  disregard  of  the  provisions  of  the  .  .  ,  ,P  nf.  •  u.  use  m  similar  establishments  m  England, 

P  ‘  the  present  system  does  not  anord.  \Ye  name,  the  foITl-ation  of  the  medical  officer* 

throw  out  this  as  a  hint  for  consideratmn,  #  geparate  commit,Ce,  whose  duty  it 

and  shall  return  to  the  subject  on  some  fu-  ^  to  Jraw  up  a  special  K?ort  of  M 

j  lure  occa-ior*.  W  :  proceed  to  a  re\iew  of  m&tters  their  own  department,  together  with 
the  lie  port.  suggestions  for  any  improvements  inthe  inter- 

Tn  the  first  place  we  would  remark,  that  it  naj  management  which  may  appear  to  then* 

1  would  cost  but  little  additional  trouble  to  the  desirutdc,  and  which  report  should  be  embo- 
i  officers  of  the  institution,  and  be  much  more  Jn  the  general  one  of  the  general  commit- 

satisfactory  tothe  public,  if  its  medical,  as  well  tee.  The  advantage  to  the  medical  officer* 
x*  its  pecuniary  statistics  were  published  in  a  themselves,  of  the  friendly  intercourse  arising 
tabular  form,  so  that  its  hygienic  advantages  out  of  such  a  rule,  we  need  not  stop  1  ere  to 
might  be  seen  at  a  glance.  At  present,  there  point  out. 


Medical  Witnesses  Act  will  be  found  in 
another  page. 

lids  individual  has  been  heartl  to  boast, 
that,  deriving  his  appointment  from  the  Home 
Government,  he  cannot  be  superseded  by  the 
Local  Authorities.  We  are  convinced  to  the 
contrary,  and  for  the  following  reasons  : 

The  Governor's  Commission  invests  him 
with  power  to  appoint  ”  Justices  of  the 
peace,  Coroners,  Constables,  and  other  ne¬ 
cessary  Officers  and  Minister*  ia  Our  jaid 


/ 
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Neither  the  rate  of  mortality  in  the  Intir- 
About  1  in  17,  nor  the  cxjiense  per 
be»<i,  £2  13*.  Od.,  as  compared  with  the 


and  such  as  to  disentitle  them  from  deserving 
the  thanks  of  the  subscrilxTs  in  general  meeting 
Assembled  !  But  this  is  not  all,  for,  according 


average  time  of  remaining  in  tire  house,  8  to  the  report,  240  patients  were  attended  at 
weeks,  Appears  excessive;  though  doubts  may  their  own  homes,  for  which  the.  e  officers 
be  entertained,  whether,  with  a  more  cor- j  received  no  remuneration !  Surely  they  were 
dial  co-operation  than  has  hitherto  existed  be-  entitled  to  thanks  for  this,  if  not  fur  the  other 
tween  the  medical  officers  themselves,  and  part  of  their  duty !  But  all  they  got  w  as  a  cold 
between  them  and  the  committee,  both  might  and  formal  expression  of  the  satisfaction  of  the 
uot  be  lessened;  and  8  weeks  is  most  certain-  committee  “with  the  manner  in  which  they 
It  a  very’  long  time  (for  this  colony)  for  the  had  executed  their  duties. ” 
treatment  of  the  patients. 

j  .  ....  .  ,  .  '  In  the  list  of  diseases  treated  at  this  Inst  i- 

An  important  omission  too  is  made  m  not  , 

•  •  ,,  ,  ,  ..  tut  ion,  which,  although  much  better  than  that 

giving  the  number  and  nature  of  the  oper-  I  r,.  n  ,  . 

..  ~  t  the  Benevolent  Asylum,  i  stil  uot  what  it 

at  ions  performed,  talk  their  results.  I  .  ,  ,  _  \  , 

I  ought  to  be,  we  find  2  cases  of  aneurism 

Withrespect  to  the  vaccinating  department  treated  in  the  house  and  I  out.  One  of  the 

of  the  Institution,  we  certainly  did  expect,  af¬ 


ter  all  the  “  blowing  of  trumpets”  of  the  me¬ 
dical  witnesses  examined  in  November  last 
before  the  Legislative  Council,  to  sec  a  differ¬ 
ent  report.  What  do  our  readers  think  was 
the  whole  number  of  children  vaccinated  at 
this  Institution  in  1810? — 157!  Just  three 
per  week  and  one  over  !  “a  most  lame  and 


former,  wasof  course  that  under  Dr.  M’Crae’s 
care  and  reported  in  our  last  number,*  but  wc 
should  like  to  know  what  has  lieconic  of  the 
two  others.  Of  Cancer,  there  were  1  case  in 
the  house  and  5  out.  What  bec  ame  of  them  ? 
H  of  the  10  cases  of  consumption  admitted 
into  the  house,  died.  What  became  of  the 
tenth  case  and  of  the  Id  out-patients  affected 


impotent  conclusion.”  What  projiortion  this  in  like  manner?  3  cases  of  Elephantiasis  arc 
boars  to  the  number  of  births  in  Sydney,  we  j  reported.  What  became  of  them  ?  A  case  of 


hare  not,  at  present,  the  means  of  ascertain¬ 
ing,  but  it  is  evidently,  ridiculously  small. 

As  it  is  evident  that  the  government  Insti¬ 
tution  has  merged  into  a  job  and  will  termi¬ 
nate,  as  regards  the  comprehensive  plan  with 
which  it  was  ostensibly  proposed,  in  total 
failure,  we  would  suggest  for  the  consideration 
of  the  committee  of  the  Infirmary,  that  the  re¬ 
sidences  of  the  district  surgeons  should  be 


enlarged  thymus  gland”  is  given.  Is  this  a 
mistake  for  “  thyroid?"  10  cases  come  under 
the  designation  of  “Eruption.”  Could  they 
not  be  more  particularly  specified  ?  4  cases 
(2  in  and  2  out)  of  “  Fistula  in  ano”  are  men¬ 
tioned.  What  became  of  them?  3  cases  in 
and  IGout,  of  Hernia  are  reported.  What  re¬ 
sults  were  obtained  ? 

W  e  cannot,  however,  go  through  the  whole 


<.f  the  document  would  not  lie  in  the  least  de¬ 
tracted  from  were  it  written  in  good  English. 

Connected  with  the  affairs  of  thin  Institution, 
wc  cannot  allow  to  pas*  unnoticed  certain 
strange  rumours  which  have  reached  our  ears; 
rumours  so  strange  as,  in  our  opinion,  impe¬ 
ratively  to  demand  investigation. 

One  of  them  has  reference  to  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  mutilation  of  the  body  of  a  8outh-sea 
Islander  w  ho  died  there.  The  report  goon,  that 
certain  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  amused  themselves  with  performing  so 
many  surgical  operations  on  the  body,  that  it 
was  literally  cut  to  pieces,  the  performance 
being  terminated  by  the  operation  of  decapi¬ 
tation  by  the  \eardsman and  that  all  this 
was  done  so  openly,  and  with  so  little  regard 
to  decency,  as  to  be  oeerlooked  by  one  of  the 
patient s,  who  consequently  left  the  house  in 
disgust  and  dismay  ! 

The  other  rumour  to  which  we  allude  refers 
to  a  recent  operation  for  Strangulated  Ilemia, 
in  which  the  operator  is  said  to  have  relin¬ 
quished  the  knife,  which  passed  sucressieely , 
(but  not  successfully)  through  the  hands  of 
four  or  five  others,  until  it  came  a  second  time 
to  the  turn  of  one  of  them,  who,  “  mirabile 
dicta,'  succeeded  at  last  in  dividing  the  stric¬ 
ture.  The  names  of  the  performers  in  this 
affair  hare  been  communicated  to  us.  We 
shall  say  no  more  at  present,  but  shall  wait 
to  see  what  course  the  Committee  take. 


made  vaccinating  stations,  and  that  any  other  list ;  we  shall  therefore  end  our  examination  of 
legally  qualified  practitioner  w  ho  chose,  to  send  j  with  expressing  our  extreme  surprise  to  see 
in  his  name,  should  be  placed,  for  that  pur-  ■  no^  fewer  than  14  cases  of  Gonorrhoea  re¬ 
pose,  on  the  same  footing;  that  all  these  gen-  ported  as  having  been  admitted  into  the  Infir-  ' 
tlcmen  should  keep  registers  of  the  children  j  mary.  Were  they  servants  of  subscribers,  or 
vaccinated  by  them  with  the  results,  and  that  j  what,  we  ask,  was  there  in  these  cases  to 
any  one  losing  the  lymph,  should  not  he  enti-  make  them  tit  subjects  for  reception  as  in- 
tied  to  a  fresh  supply,  unless  he  could  show  patients  in  comparison  with  many  others  who 
by  his  register  that  he  had  used  all  due  dili-  j  were  not  admitted  ? 

gence  in  keeping  it  up.  _Tr.  , 

i  \\  ith  respect  to  tbe  report  as  a  whole,  we 

The  report  speaks  of  the  reasonable  re-  confess  our  disappointment  to  find  it  so  inae- 
muneration  to  the  district  surgeons  for  devo-  curate  and  incomplete  in  some  of  the  most  im- 
ting  two  hours  per  day  to  the  Institution.”  portant  details, —details  which  must  he  had 
Ihc  reasonable  remuneration  '-s,  as  we  are  ^  a  foundation  for  improvements  in  hvgiet.ic 
informed,  £2a  each  per  annum,  and  the  num-  medicine;  and  with  all  deference  to  those  w1  o 
bar  of  cases  attending  at  the  Dispensary  du-  concocted  it,  we  beg  to  intimate  that  the  value 

ring  1810,  and  prescribed  for,  was  *742 _ be-  i 

ingau  allowance  of  not  quite  Is. 2d.  per  case. 

or,  the  numberof  prescriptions  being  9>l<>,  at  •  Thu  sian,  *r  h|tp  Ir.Vil.  lu<  from  tl»c 

>1. .  _ _  /•  ->»»  .  .  ,  .  t  i  •  •  I  Iutirtnarv,  !«>  Mr  S.iO'\n.  an  !  ».*1  **quently 

-  Hite  OI  — jd.  pCI  prescription  .  zVOu  til  III  IS  |  tKloutcd  into  fb<  Hs*n**volcat  A»«iuru.  under  Mr.  liUnd  bat 
a  _ i  j  _  .  •  ♦  t  . «  i  uodara  a  inline  tf  *f  <*  >mt n  f.i  be  x/«u»  r**ortc<i  to, 

ealled,  “reasonable  remuneration,  forsooth,  !  Le  wh».-  J „  n.,  a*..,  *<•  t”*- 


illcUtcai  ^jurisprutcncr. 


DOINGS  OF  THE  SYDNEY  CORONER. 

An  inquest  w  as  held  on  the  Hth  instant,  on 
the  body  of  a  man,  a  patient  of  Mr.  Cuthill’s  ; 
the  body  was  taken  to  the  General  Hospital, 
anrl  the  post  mortem  examination  was  given 
by  Mr.  Brenan,  to  Dr.  Tierney,  Mr.  Cuthill 
being  overlooked,  notwithstanding  that  the 
man  had  been  under  his  care  for  some  time 
before  bis  death,  and  was  actually  on  his  wav 
to  consult  Mr.  C.  when  he  was  seized  witii 
t lie  fatal  attack. 


DEATH  FROM  TITF.  IGNORANT!  \VO  NEGLI¬ 
GENCE  OF  A  MIDWIFE. 

‘•  The  Coroner  hath  «•(  on  her,  and  find*  it 

Christian  burial . . 

Will  you  h;i*  l be*  truth  on’t  ?  If  f f » i IioaI  not 
been  a  *reutlo\voman,  »h«*  *lvouivi  liaxe  boen 
buried  out  of  Christian  burial.” 

“Inquest. — An  inquest  was  held  on  the 
body  of  Mary,  a  native  of  New  Zealand,  on 
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Tlmrutbv  ia»t,  who  died  in  1 1 arringto«i-*t  reet , 
un  the  preceding  day,  after  nine  day*  illuc»», 
when  a  verdict  of  **  Diet!  by  the  visitation  of 
CkkI""  vi«  trlunwl." 

The  foregoing  i«vra  graph  i*  copied  from 
the  Sydney  Mornim/  Herald  of  the  *2dth 
in#t..  Rial  who  that  should  rvtul  it  hut  would 
pa-*  it  by  w  i?l»out  remark?  And  yet  a  clearer 
cmc  of  death  from  tin*  grossest  ignorance 
and  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  atteiuhuit, 
never  came  under  our  cognixauce  t 

The  following  communication  which  we 
have  received  in  reference  to  it,  explains  suffi¬ 
ciently  the  nature  of  the  ease.  The  poor  wo- 
uutu  .«*tw  bleedtn<j  for  eo/ht  d<iy.i  before  the 
ignorant  midwife  who  undertook  the  ease, 
thought  pruj>er  to  apply  for  fuither  assistance, 
and  w  hen  she  dkl  so,  it  was  too  late,  and  thus, 
in  all  human  probability,  two  lives  were  sacri¬ 
ficed  to  her  ignorant  presumption !  Such 
case*  a*  this  do  indeed  call  aloud  for  remedy. 


by  the  visitation  of  God"!  Hut  then,  it  vra*  ,  Progblm  or  Phy«iol«;y  in  France. — 
only  a  poor  and  probably  heathen  Maork*  Among  the  notice*  in  the  Gazette  Meditate 
woman,  ami  therefore  it  wu*  of  no  consequence,  we  find  the  following  copied  from  the  Parisian 
What  was  the  Coroner’s  charge,  we  know  journal*  “  Two  person*  an?  immediately 
not,  the  paragraph  Iw-fore  given,  being  all  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  being  made  the 
the  nptiee  tnken  of  the  matter  hy  tin*  new*-  subjects  *>f  experiment*  in  physiology  and 


pajn  rs  !  Will  the  Attorney-General  refer 


the  dejxwdtions  in  thin  ca-e  to  tin*  niagi*- 
trate*  ?  We  opine  not ;  for  the  victim  of 
ignorance  and  presumption  was  only  a  poor 
Maoric-woman,  who  had  no  friends,  while 
George  Marsden,  the  Jockey,  was  llie  be¬ 
loved  of  the  rich  and  the  powerful. 

As  to  the  necessity  of  some  stringent  pro¬ 
vision  of  the  law  to  restrain  the  practice  of 
unqualified  jnrsons,  wo  need  scarcely  «*y 
tliat  we  fully  concur  with  our  eorrespomlent ; 


therapeutic*.  A  premium  of  IkX)  francs  will 
l>e  given  with  board  ami  lodging,  and  some 
small  perquisite* !" — Medical  Gazette. 


The  Ii.xub.vnt  Preparation,  Fraudu¬ 
lent  Adulteration,  and  Spontaneous 
Deterioration  or  Medicines.— The  cir¬ 
cumstance*  comprehended  umler  this  head 
certainly  deserve  to  be  ranked  amongst  the 
most  j>owerful  cause*  which  have  operated 
in  allccting  the  reputation  of  many  medicinal 


hut  as  to  the  probability  of  such  being  passed,  KUb*tnnees.  The'  Peruvian  Bark  fell  into 
we  think  it  will  Ik-  when  i  total  discredit  in  the  year  1799,  from  its  ina- 


*•  Dunam  WixhI  shall  come  to  Dun-mu  ne," 


To  the 


Editor  of  the  Australian 
Medical  Journal. 


or  whit  is,  apparently,  quite  as  likely  to 
happen,  when  the  members  of  our  profession 
shall  Ik-  agreed  among  themselves.  At 
present,  they  are  among  the  best  friends  of 
quacks  and  impostors. 


bility  to  cure  the  ague ;  and  it  was  after¬ 
wards  found  to  have  been  adulterated  with 
hark  of  an  inferior  species  ;  indeed,  Syden¬ 
ham  sjK-aks  of  its  sophistication  lK-fore  the 
year  1(>78,  and  tells  us  that  he  never  used 
to  exceed  two  drachms  in  the  cure  ofauy  in¬ 
termittent,  but  that,  of  late,  the  drug  had 


nativ 


lu  conclusion,  we  beg  to  call  the  attention  became  so  inert,  rotten,  and  adulterated,  it 
Sir— Tho  Inquest  on  the  case  of  Mary,  a  of  the  hence olent  subscribers  to  the  Sydney  j  became  necessary  to  increase  its  dose  to  one, 
live  of  New  Zealand,  who  died  in  child-  j  Dism-nsary  to  such  cases  as  this,  as  indi-  ’  two,  or  even  three  ounces.  ^  ery  few  prac- 


labour  on  the  llhh  iu*t  ,  not  being  projK-rlv 
rejK>rted  in  tin.*  newspaper*,  I  feel  called 
upon  to  give  you  a  short  account  of  the  case 
end  the  cause  of  death,  as  it  furnishes  one  of 
the  many  instances  showing  tlie  necessity  lor 
a  legal  enactment  to  prevent  unqualified  per- 
*on*  from  practising. 

Marv,  eight  days  previous  to  her  death 
w  ’  *‘*  '  ,‘1 

pank-d 
imd 

from  time  to  t.iue  until  the  day  the  woman 
died— w  hen  seeing  her  in  a  state  of  anemia, 
she  sent  for  a  doeior.  hut  before  his  arrival 
the  w  oman  died. —  mortem  examina¬ 

tion.  On  opening  the  abdomen,  tlie  child  w  as 
found  in  uten>,  the  membranes  unniptun.il, 


sjK-nsnry 

eating  the  propriety  of  appointing  one  or 
more  properly  qualified  midwifes  to  Dike 
charge  of  them.  We  mean  such  persons  as 


tionere  have  an  idea  of  the  fatal  extent  to 
w  hich  this  nefarious  practice  is  carried  on,  or 
of  the  systematic  manner  in  which  it  is  con- 


have,  at  least,  sufficient  knowledge  of  their  ducted.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  so 

1  v  i  i  i*  i _ _1‘  .»*_*! _ mrJIoinna  K/vnn 


business  to  know  when  to  ask  for  further 
assistance.  As  it  is,  no  prov  ision  whatever 


phistiention  of  medicines  has  been  practised 
in  a  degree  in  all  ages*  ;  but  tlie  refinements 


is  made  by  them  for  affording  to  the  poor,  of  chemistry  have  enabled  the  manufacturers 
but  probably  virtuous  female,  that  help  which  of  the  present  day,  not  only  to  execute  such 

•  .  *  .  .  .  -a  *<•*  *•!  _ _ nflil«Wl.iO  Kilt  llllfi  ipfll 


a*  taken  with  weak  labour  pain*  nceom-  she  requires  in  her  hour  of  utmost  need,  frauds  with  greater  address,  but  uufortu- 
ank-d  hy  a  discharge  of  pure  Uootl — a  while  during  tlie  past  year  not  fewer  than!  nately  at  the  same  time  to  vend  them  to  the 
nd wife  w  as  sent  for,  who  continued  to  attend  ,  | -Vj  eases  of  eeuereal  disease  received  pro-  j  public  with  less  chance  of  detection.  It  w  ill 


public 

fessional  and  other  aid.  48  of  them  being  j  scarcely  be  credited  when  I  state  that  many 
actually  admitted,  as  in-patients,  to  all  the  i  hundred  persons  are  supported  in  this  me- 
comiorts  and  appliances  of  the  house  !  The  tropolis  by  the  art  of  adulterating  drugs,  hi  - 
necessary  effect  of  such  a  system  is  to  ofter  sides  a  number  of  women  and  children  w  ho 
a  premium  for  immorality,  and  we  believe  find  ample  employment .and  excellent  profit 
that  it  only  requires  to  le  brought  uniler  the  in  counterfeiting  cochineal  with  coloured 


the  presentation  natural,  the  os  uteri  dilated,  notice  of  the  managers  of  tlie  Institution,  to  dough  ;  popper-corns  with  peas-meal ;  ism 


and  tho  placenta  covering  its  whole  circum¬ 
ference  ami  partially  separated  ut  its  left 
side.  A hdomtnai  riser r a  Uanched  and 
Worn  l less. 

Thu*  leaving  no  otlier  conclusion  than 
that  the  woman  had  died  from  neglected 
Uterine  Hemorrhage.  Had  the  midwife 
possessed  the  requisite  knowledge  that  the 
prex-me  of  a  medical  practitioner  was  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary ,  and  acted  upon  it  in  time. 


l>e  remedied. 


itttsctllniuii. 


live  woman*-  life,  and  probably  that  of  the 


child,  would  have  been  >im*d. 

1  am.  Sir, 

Your  oUxlient  servt., 

Fred*'.  M  HM  I.LAU,  M.D. 

Sydney,  March  — ,  1  ''AT . 


Amt  yet  in  tlie  fact-  of  such  direct  testi- 
Bi.  av  a*  this  from  a  qualified  and  well- 
info  ruled  medical  pr>C  liouer,  the  jury  re¬ 
turned — wc  were  going  to  say.  tlie  impious 
—certainly  tlie  unrighteous  verdict  of  '*  dievl 


Ointment  of  Iodide  of  Potassium. — 
By  Messrs.  Smith,  Edinburgh. 

Potassii  Iodidi. 

Aqua*,  an  .'ll. 

Axungia*, 

Dissolve  the  iodide  of  jvotassiuni  in  the  water, 
and  then  mix  the  solution  with  the  lard. 
This  differs  from  the  ointment  of  iodide  of 


glass  with  pieces  of  bladder  and  the  dried 
skin  of  soles;  and  in  filling  up  with  powdered 
sassafras  the  holes  which  are  bored  in  spier; 
and  nutmegs,  for  the  purpose  of  plundering! 
their  essential  oils.  In  fact,  an  account  of 
the  various  meth<  Is  employed  for  Adulter¬ 
ating  the  articles  of  the  pharmacopu-ia  would 
occupy  a  volume.  The  colleges  of  London 
anil  Edinburgh,  fully  sensible  of  this  increas¬ 
ing  evil,  have  added  short  notes,  by  which 
the  purity  of  the  leading  medicines  may  h* 
ascertained.  Nor  is  ignoranre  less  to  b« 
feared  than  fraud  ;  every  person  of  the  leas* 
experience  must  know  that  the  credit  of  a  re; 


Dr.  is  bi*  **  SJvort  V*rw  of  Fr%«*U  a**!  Aba**i 

»A<i»cine* 


potassium  a-  usually  prepared,  the  salt  being  j  0™ 

in  a  state  I  jierfect  solution,  a  condition  fa-  for  ■  yur*? r  ■  ®uji> room,  r»t>s-J  o-rr 

vonrai.ie  to  its 

cal  Journal.  !  Kr»xt.* 


i  i  ««iXiirii' ‘hum* 
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mody  continually  Buffers  from  the  ignorance 
f  who  prepare  it.  With  regard  to  the 
deterioration  which  many  articles  undergo 
hy  haring  been  kept  too  long,  I  would  ob¬ 
serve  that,  although  no  honest  practitioner 
would  retain  in  hi*  service  iUch  organic 
product*  a*  have  undergone  an  obvious 
change,  atill  he  may  not  be  aware  of  the 
•ature  and  extent  of  those  alterations  which 
•poataneously  take  place  in  the  composition 
and  consequently  in  the  virtues,  of  many 
vegetable  preparation*  ;  the  influence  of  air, 
aad  above  all  light,  in  producing  changes 
upon  green  vegetable  powders,  is  not  gene- 
rally  understood ;  in  daylight  the  green 
matter  absorbs  carbonic  acid  and  emits  oxy. 
gen  ;  while  in  the  dark  a  chemical  action  of  a 
different  nature  takes  place,  the  leaves  and 
green  part*  containing  volatile  oils,  or  volatile 
constituents,  absorb  oxygen  and  are  thu3  con¬ 
verted  into  resin;  and  these  changes  are 
wholly  independentof vitality.  I  shall  show 
hereafter  that  certain  saline  additions  to  ve¬ 
getable  matters  will  occasion  decompositions 
of  which  the  latter  in  the'r  unmixed  forms 
are  not  readily  susceptible  ;  at  the  same  time 
it  will  appear  that  vegetable  matters  will  fre¬ 
quently  occasion  essential  changes  in  the 
composition  of  the  salts  with  which  they  mav 
be  associated.  The  subject  offers  to  the 
pharmaceutist  many  important  points  for 
further  investigation,  and  to  those  desirous 
of  pursuing  it,  I  strongly  recommend  the 
work  of  Professor  Liebig  “  On  Organic  Che¬ 
mistry,”  and  I  would  more  particularly  di¬ 
rect  attention  to  that  class  of  phenomena,  to 
which  be  has  given  the  name  of  “  Erema- 
causis,”  or  slow  combustion.  His  re¬ 
searches  and  reasonings  claim  an  importance 
not  to  be  surpassed  by  that  of  any  chemical 
enquiry  of  the  present  day. — Paris's  Phar- 
maeologia,  9th  Edit. 

A  TEBT  GENERAL  PRACTITIONER. — On 
a  cottage  window  near  Plymstock,  is  the  fol¬ 
lowing. — “  I - ,  Parish  Clarck  Servant, 

Smith,  tacheth  yong  Garls  and  Bouys  to  rade 
and  rite  daleth  in  mole  candala  shugar 
plums  rish-lites  comes,  mole-traps,  mouse¬ 
traps,  spring  guns  and  all  other  sich  maters 
— teeth  distracted,  blid  drawn,  blisters,  Pils, 
mixture  maid  also,  nails,  and  hosses  shoed, 
hepsome  salts,  and  corns  cut,  and  all  other 
things  on  reasonable  Tarms.  N.B.  and  also 
my  Missus  goes  out  as  man  whidwife,  ia 
the  cheepest  way  posuble.”— -Dublin  .Medi¬ 
cal  Press. 

Effects  of  the  Application  of  Cold 
to  the  Skin. — According  to  M.  Robert 
Latour,  the  effects  produced  by  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  cold  to  the  bring  body,  are  physically 
Explicable  by  the  condensation  of  the  tissues, 
»°d  by  the  retardation  of  the  capillary  circu- 
l*hon.  The  increase  of  heat  experienced  in 
•  part  exposed  to  cold,  which  becomes  thereby 
reddened,  is  not  real.  M.  Latour  plunged 
his  foot  while  at  a  temparature  of  77°  into 
"xter  481,4°-  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the 
foot  had  inquired  a  red  colour,  and  it*  tem¬ 


perature  bad  fallen  to  55a.  When  taken 
from  the  water  and  wrapped  up,  a  thermo¬ 
meter  in  contact  with  it,  rose  in  ten  minutes 
only  to  C0o  ;  and  yet  there  was  a  strong  j 
burning  sensation  in  it,  from  which  the  other  i 
foot  at  77°  was  entirely  free.  The  action  of 
cold  is  borne  more  easily,  and  for  a  longer  ! 
period  in  proportion  as  the  normal  tempera-  j 
ture  of  the  body  is  high  at  the  time  of  its  ap¬ 
plication.  A  man  in  whom  the  temperature 
of  the  axilla  did  not  exceed  05°,  could  not 
bear  immersion  in  water  at  oo°  for  one  mi¬ 
nute.  Another  in  whose  axilla  the  thermo¬ 
meter  rose  to  10*:°,  was  able  to  remain  im¬ 
mersed  for  upwards  of fire  minutes.  Whe¬ 
ther  the  temperature  of  the  living  body  be  in¬ 
creased  by  exercise,  or  by  surrounding  it  with 
non-conducting  materials,  it  can  never  be 
raised  more  than  3  «4°.  Perspiration  is  then  1 
established,  and  this  takes  place  whatever 
may  have  been  the  observed  temperature. 
Thus,  in  a  man  at  15°,  the  temperature  may 
be  raised  to  US  14°,  but  not  higher  ;  in  ano¬ 
ther  at  1(1*2'  it  may  be  increased  to  l(X}a, 
When  this  increase  of  3  >4°  has  been  once 
reached,  the  body  inav  be  exposed  without 
injury  to  the  action  of  cold  water,  provided 
the  application  of  cold  is  withdrawn  so 
soon  as  the  surface  has  fallen  to  the  tem¬ 
perature  which  it  had  before  this  teas  ar¬ 
tificial/;/ raised.  Comptes  Rend  us.  Juillet 
— ( Medical  Gazette.) 


Leeches.— A  correspondent  of  the  FW- 
nmeeutical  Journal  recommends  immersing 
leeches  after  using,  in  a  little  Camphor  Mix- 
ture  tor  a  few  moments,  to  cause  them  to  ex- 
pel  the  blood  they  liave  taken,  after  whf.  h 
they  should  be  put  into  clean  water,  which 
should  again  be  changed  in  half  an  hour. 
The  writer  also  believes  he  has  found  the 
mortality  caused  by  a  disease  attended  with 
the  vomiting  of  a  dark  coloured  matter,  much 
diminished  by  immersing  them  twice-a-wrrk 
in  the  same  preparation.  (When  Camphor 
mixture  is  not  at  hand,  beer  or  weak  Yiiw*tfur 
and  water  will  cause  them  to  expel  the  blood : 
and  when  they  are  sluggish  in  taking,  eide-.- 
of  those  fluids  will  generally  stimulate  their 
blood-sucking  propensity  and  make  then, 
bite  almost  immediately.— Ed.  A.  M.  J  , 


Homoeopathy.— As  a  specimen  of  ho-  j 
mceopathic  induction  in  a  semeiological  point  I 
of  view,  we  quote  the  following  from  compe-  i 
tent  authority  : — Lycopodium  cures  and 
causes, — “  attacks  of  teasing  pain  in  the  top 
of  the  head,  in  the  forehead,  temples,  eyes, 
and  nose;  headache  in  the  exterior  of  ’the 
head  during  the  night ;  piercing  and  scraping 
pain  ;  suppuration  of  the  eyes  ;  disagreeable  j 
impressions  produced  by  organ -music 1 
marts  in  the  nose  „•  ulcerated  nostrils  ;  re- 
P» finance  for  brown  bread .-  risings  of  fat ;  j 
canine  appetite  ;  dry,  snoring  cough  ;  noctur-  | 
nal  pain  in  the  elbows  ;  cramps  ;  a  turning 
back  of  the  toes  in  tca/king  ;  old  ulcers  of ' 
the  legs  ;  painful  pluckings  of  the  limbs  ; 
thoughts  preventing  sleep  ;  a  capricious  and 
ir  ritable  temper ;  morose,  uneasy  state  of 
mind;  a  tendency  to  seek  quarrels Ac. 
Here  is  a  specimen  of  the  new  philosophy, 
which  has  been  styled  by  its  inventor  the  1 
“  Novum  Organon  !”  —Medical  Gazette,  j 

Loss  of  Life  from  Removable  Causes-  j 
—It  is  computed,  by  qualified  authorities,  j 
that  the  annual  loss  of  life  from  filth  and  bad 
ventilation  is  greater  than  the  loss  from  death  . 

(  or  wounds  in  any  modern  war  in  which  this  i 
j  country  aas  been  engaged.  The  Poor-law 
I  Commissioners  state  that,  “  of  the  43,000 
cases  of  widowhood  and  1 12,000  cases  ofdes-  j 
titute  orphans,  relieved  from  the  poor-rates  of  1 
England  and  Wales  alone,  it  appears  that  the 
greatest  proportion  ol  deaths  of  the  heads  of 
families  occured  from  disease  propagated  ' 
by  removable  causes. "■  —London  Paper. 


Ammonia  as  a  Vesicant.— The  stronger 
solution  ot  Ammonia  has  been  much  em¬ 
ployed  on  the  Continent,  particularly  in 
France,  for  some  years  back,  as  a  spt-edv 
blistering  agent.  The  following  is  the  for¬ 
mula  lor  it  prepartion  : — Take  of  axunge, 
one  ounce  ;  oil  of  sweet  almonds,  balf-an- 
ounce;  melt  together  with  a  gentle  heat: 
pour  the  mixture,  while  still  liquid,  into  a 
wide- raouthed  glass  vessel ;  then  add,  solu¬ 
tion  of  caustic  ammonia,  five  ounces,  and 
mix  with  constant  agitation  till  cold  .  Parti¬ 
cular  care  must  be  taken  that  the  axunge  1  <• 
merely  melted  ;  if  it  be  too  fluid,  or  too  warm, 
some  of  the  ammonia  will  be  vaporised,  and 
the  resulting  ointment  too  weak.  The  oint¬ 
ment,  thus  prepared,  retains  its  properti.s 
for  many  months,  if  kept  in  stoppered  glass 
bottles  in  a  cool  place.  It  produces  vesi¬ 
cal  ion  hi  about  ten  minutes  ;  it  is  applied 
by  spreading  it  on  the  skin  and  covering  the 
part  witSi  a  compress.— Dublin  Journal. 

Quack  Advertisements.— -The  Lancet 
says  “  A  subscriber,  residing  at  Malvern  in¬ 
forms  us  that  the  editor  of  Burrow's  H'<rrres- 
tor  Journal  has  refused  to  pollute  iii\ 
columns  by  the  insertion  of  the  announce 
ments  of  the  Worst  and  most  odious  swindler*- 
who  infest  society.  The  Times,  newspapn . 
has  always  preserved  this  highly  honorable 
practice,  and  in  time,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  m. 
good  an  example  will  be  followed  bv  all  th. 
respectable  journals  in  the  kingdom. 

Popular  Superstition  in  1847.- -The 
following  advertisement  appeared  in  th. 
Sydney  -Warning  Herald  of  ‘doth  Januuiv . 
1847  — 

“  THE  LATE  WRECK. 

do  Travellers  by  Sea.  To  be  sold,  a  child  *• 

(  aul  :  has  been  two  voyages.  Price  Five. 
Guineas.  Apply  to  Mr.;.  Jones.  Ncwustle  ' 
(Hist  paid  !  y\V  here  is  the  Schoolmaster 
We  fear  he  is  “  alnoud ".  He  is  much 
wanted  in  New  South  Wales. 

Ed  A.  M.  ./ 


■ 


*  * 
*  *#f. 


♦  «■ 


108 


■  •  f  ')  ■  ' 

AUSTRALIAN  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


m&m, 


Ox  THS  CG»ro*m*>x  Of  Air  at  »ir- 
rum  height*  is  cu  »k  AriaTwxvT*. —  ; 
M.  L*#«dgn«  b*#  drawn  the  following  cou- 
olo*fc>»#  from  a  of  experiment*  on  thi* 
•abject :---!.  In  room*  where  the  air  i*  eon- 
lined,  and  ha*  been  return!  for  #ome  lime 
without  renewal,  the  carbonic  acid  expired 
m  not  found  exclusively,  a*  was  have  *»- 
eerted,  in  the  lower  etrata.  2.  In  accord- j 
wwe  with  the  law  of  phytic*,  confirmed  by 
experiment,  the  carbonic  acid  i*  nearly 
equally  dilated  throughout  the  whole  volume 
of  coni  tied  air,  which  ha#  been  respired  by  a 
certain  number  of  pereoa*.  3.  The  alight 
diflbreoce*  observed  would  lead  to  the  inie- ; 
react;,  that  laa  proportion  of  carbonic  acid 
was,  under  these  circiinj#t*nce#,  greater  in 
the  upper  atrata,  were  it  not  that  the  differ¬ 
ence#  n»y  depend  upoa  error*  in  the  quan¬ 
titative  estimation  of  the  gaacoaa  component* 
of  the  air.  4.  These  fact#  show  the  erro¬ 
neous  principles  upon  which  some  modern  ! 
theorie*  of  ventilatioa  art'  baaed :  for  it  is  | 
clear  that  the  tekok  mass  of  air  which  has  , 
been  respired  by  many  persons  require*  re-  I 
neural,  so  that  the  vitiated  air  may  be  entirely  1 
expelled.  5.  The  uneasiness  experienced 
from  respiring  the  heated  air  in  the  upper 
part  of  crowded  and  badly  ventilated  theatres,  | 
U  due  rather  to  it*  rarefaction  than  to  its  | 
chemical  composition ;  for  tlie  latter  is  almost  | 
identical  in  the  upper  and  lower  strata. 
The  act#  of  respiration  are  more  (?)  full  and 
frequent  wl*ea  rarefied  is  breuthed ; 
hence  certain  physiology  il  'effect*  are  in-  j 
duced  which  are  not  observed  in  the  respira¬ 
tion  of  air  at  the  common  temperature.  ! 
(Comptes  1  le ndus. )~  -« Medical  Gazette. 

Accidents’  Comi-exsation  Act. 
— An  act  for  eoiu}>eu*ating  the  families  j 
of  persons  killed  by  accidents  was 
passed  last  Session : — The  first  section,  ' 
attar  recitin*#  that  no  action  at  law  is 
now  maintainable  against  a  person  j 
wins  by  his  wrongful  act,  neglect,  or 
default,  may  have  caused  the  death  of 
another  person,  enacts  tluit  whensoever 
11m'  death  of  &  person  shall  l>o  caused  * 
bv  such  wrongful  act,  neglect,  or  j 
Uofau  as  would  (if  death  had  not1 
ensued)  have  entitled  the  j«urtv  injured  j 
to  maintain  an  action  arid  recover : 
damages  in  respect  thereof,  the  person 
who  would  have  been  liable,  it  death 
Lad  not  ensued,  shall  Is?  liable  t  *  action 
f<»r  damages,,  not  v ithst :m< ling  the  death 
of  the  person  injure* l,  and  although  the 
death  tlial!  have  been  caused  under 
such  circumstances  us  amount,  in  law, 
t»  felony;  section  2  enacts  that  such; 
action  *hkil  be  for  the  l**nefit  of  the  > 
wife,  husband,  parent  an- 1  (or?)  child, 
of  the  deceased  |>crson,  and  tduill  l*e 
brought  by  his  executor  or  adminis¬ 
trator,  and  in  every  action  the  jury 
»uay  give  such  damages  as  they  may 


think  prooortionate  to  the  injury' 
resulting  from  the  death  the  parties 
rvs|>ectively  for  whose  benefit  the 
action  shall  be  brought;  and  the 
amount  so  recovered  sliall  be  divided 
amongst  such  {sorties  in  such  shares  as 
the  jury'  by  their  verdict  shall  direct. 
Section  3  requires  every  action  to  be 
brought  within  12  cal  endar  months 
after  the  death  of  such  deceased  person. 

London  jHaj*er. 

Sea-Sickness.—-44  I  believe,  that  in 
sea-sickness  a  churning  motion  of  the 
blood  is  kept  up  in  the  large  blood¬ 
vessel*  going  to  the  brain ;  and  in  the 
sinuses  of  the  brain  :  sometimes  there 
is  too  much  blood,  sometimes  there  is 
too  little  there  :  confusion  takes  {dace, 
and  sympathetic  nausea  and  retching, 
Stc.  from  irregular  distribution  or  cir¬ 
culation  of  blood  in  the  brain.  It  is 
acknowledged  by  sea-faring  men,  that 
lying  across  the  midship  is  the  best 
position  and  remedy  for  the  distressing 
effects  of  sca-siekness,.  We  may 
reasonably  agree  to  the  fact,  be¬ 
cause  the  centre  ot  the  ship  is  the 
pivot  on  or  from  which  the  ship’s  head 
ami  stern  rise  and  fall ;  the  more  you 
go  fore  or  aft,  the  more  the  pitching  is 
felt,  and  the  worse  the  illness  becomes. 
•So  long  as  you  keep  lying  across  the 
midship,  and  so  long  as  the  vessel  does 
not  roll,  so  long  may  you  calculate  on 
an  improved  condition.  Perfect  immu¬ 
nity  from  the  evils  ot  sca-sickness,  in  a 
swell,  even  in  the  most  advantageous 
position,  can  never  be  expected, 
because,  although  you  are  in  the 
centre,  the  point,  out  of  a  swell .  where 
the  motion  is  the  least  experienced, 
the  whole  vessel,  more  or  less,  partakes 
of  the  motion,  and  often,  equally 
throughout,  rises  on  a  wave  and  tails 
as  it  j  Kisses  on.  Neither  brandy,  soda- 
water,  creosote,  beef-steaks,  nor  any 
other  vaunted  remedy  can  keep  off  the 
evil.  The  most  exj>erienced  seamen 
suffer  on  going  to  sea,  after  a  stretch 
on  the  land  or  rest  on  shore,  in  rough 
weather;  so  that  all  their  knowledge 
on  this  point  goes  for  nothing,  is  ot  no 
avail,  either  to  themselves  or  others, 
under  certain  circumstances.  Nor  is 
it  to  Li  wondered  at,  especially  when 
we  reflect  that  human  knowledge 
cannot,  tor  a  moment,  l>e  suppled 
capable  of  controlling  the  laws  ot  food, 
or,  to  modify  the  expression,  can 
scarcely  !*?  supjxised  capable  of  con¬ 
trolling  the  effects  of  natural  causes. 

Lancet. 


44  THE  LANCET'  IN  EMBRYO  ! 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Australian  MeSeel 
„  Journal. 


Si* — Hiving  heard  through  a  highly  res¬ 
pectable  medium  that  a  report  is  currant,  , 
and  ho*  obtained  a  degree  of  credibility  with  i 
*ome  of  the  profession,  to  the  effect  that  1 1 
am  about  to  unite  with  Doctor  Dvigan  ia  i 
giving  birth  to  a  Medical  periodical,  to  be  i* 
called  “  The  J 
will,  by  insert 
your  Journal,  a 
diction,  that  ikt 
tion  :  and  furd 
the  most  iiK&t 
with  or  interest  i 
I  have  the  hot 
every  faithful  wi 
useful  Journal,  j 
Your  oi 


Macqnarie-plact 
March  14,  1 


EaftATOM.— Ia  tbs  la#t  number,  page  90,  Hat 
19  from  the  top,  for  Amchqlosm  read  Ak  cii  v  loss* 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Gentlemen  who  tend  us  communications  or  cas#«i 
for  publication,  will  confer  a  favour  on  the  printer, 
and  lessen  our  revisionary  labours,  by  writing#*! 
one  side  only  of  their  paper. 


.<  ANTi-PLuaaLirr  ”  We  are  sorry  we  cannot,  «! 
present,  pursue  the  subject.  Not,  be  it  understood,  i 
from  disiucliuation  or  any  fear  for  ourselves.  Dm 
because  our  doing  so  would  moat  probably  be  u* 
meant  of  injuring  others.  But,  n’importe, 
will  not  always  be  thus  hampered. 


.  A  Lookkr-ok”  enquires  “  Why  no  inq^Tj' 

held  on  the  late  Mr.  Morley,  whose  sudden  de*D. 

was  reported  in  the  Herald  of  the  loth  ult. 
do  not  Know.  It  appears  to  us  to  have  heen»e"4‘ 
in  which  an  inquest  was  as  much  req0^  “  , 
that  of  Mr.  Partridge.  Dr.  Iderney,  who,  by  h>, . 
Coroner’s  practice,  seems  to  have  a  retted  ny 
in  all  such  cases,  can  probably  give  an  exp 
nation. 


■  OnsTRTRtccs."  The  trial  of  Mr.  Goodwin,  San 
econ,  it  the  last  Maitland  Circuit  Cou-t,  for  »* 
slaughter,  was  so  im perfectly  reported  m  the  m 
papers,  at  present  our  oniv  sot  ree  of  inform* 

In  such  matters,  as  to  be  quite  nninteUigtole. 
have  some  ex[>ectation,  however,  ot  grtling  eo  ^ 
data  in  the  case,  before  the  publication  of  ou^ 
number.  Should  we  succeed,  “  Obaetncus 
depend  on  oar  not  overlooking  it. 


I 
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